Happy  Holidays 


Photo'.  Najib  Joe  Hakim 


from  the  Waldorf  School! 

(See  article  on  Page  20). 


Peace  on  Earth ... 

Especially  the  14  Muni  Bus  Line 


The  day  after  Thanksgiving,  former  gang  members,  (pictured  above  with  some  of  their  supporters), 
began  their  campaign  to  reduce  Muni  violence  Participants  of  this  program,  called  the  Community 
Service  Workers  Collaborative,  will  defuse  tense  situations  on  the  bus  and  at  bustops 


God  Rest  Ye  Merry  Gentleman 


Armory  Funds  Freed  ton  New  Project  Proposals 

The  Mission  Gets  a $2  Million 
Christmas  Present 


by  Victor  Miller 

THE  MISSION  DISTRICT  IS  getting 
a $2  million  Christmas  present  from 
the  city  of  San  Francisco.  The  money, 
part  of  a federal  Urban  Development  Ac- 
tion Grant,  was  earmarked  for  the  Mis- 

16th  St.  Has  Visions 
of  Sugar  Plums 

“Candyman  ” Joseph  Schmidt 
is  moving  to  the  neighborhood 

by  Brian  Doohan 

THE  KILPATRICK’S  Bakery  Build- 
ing. a local  eyesore  and  crime  mag- 
net after  eight  years  of  vacancy,  is  finally 
being  brought  back  to  life.  Next  summer 
it  will  be  the  new  home  for  Joseph 
Schmidt  Confections,  a manufacturer  of 
specialty  chocolates  that  has  outgrown  its 
plant  on  22nd  Street  in  the  Dogpatch 
neighborhood  east  of  Potrero  Hill. 

The  new  site,  at  Folsom  and  16th,  “is 
in  a changing  area  with  the  Potrero  Center 
and  renovated  Safeway  two  blocks  up,”  said 
Continued  on  Page  4 


sion  nearly  Five  years  ago  for  the  devel- 
opment of  the  Mission  Armory,  a project 
that  proved  extremely  costly  and  eventu- 
ally infeasible.  Since  1992  the  Mission 
Armory  Foundation,  a group  of  10  non- 
profit organizations  that  have  had  control 
over  the  funds,  and  the  city  have  been 
stuck  in  bureaucratic  gridlock  over  how 
to  spend  the  $2  million. 

In  the  last  year  there  has  been  repeated 
pressure  from  the  public  and  this  newspa- 
per for  the  Armory  Foundation  to  Finally 
put  the  money  to  some  use.  Armory  Foun- 
dation members  insisted  they  were  merely 
being  deliberate  in  their  planning.  They 
also  claimed  that  the  Jordan  administra- 
tion, for  political  purposes,  deliberately 
sabotaged  the  foundation’s  efforts  for  four 
years. 

Mayor  Brown  quickly  lost  patience 
with  all  this  and  blasted  the  foundation 
members  as  “insiders  [who]  couldn’t  even 
meet  consistently  enough  to  split  up  the 
dough  among  their  organizations.”  After 
some  heated  meetings  with  the  mayor,  the 
foundation  board  agreed  to  turn  the  funds 
over  to  the  Mayor's  OfFice  of  Community 
Development  for  reallocation  to  economic 
development  projects  in  the  Mission. 

The  First  step  in  this  process  — issu- 
ing a request  for  proposals,  a formal  invi- 
tation to  apply  for  funding  — was  sched- 
Continued  on  Page  4 | 


by  Victor  Miller 

THE  MISSION  ixxsr  ITS  great- 
est publican  last  month  with  the 
passing  of  Pat  Nolan.  who  presided 
regally  and  merrily  over  a dimly  Ht 
hot  robust  little  saloon  called  the 


Dovre  Club.  It  has  been  30  years 
since  Nolan  began  operation  at  the 
corner  of  lJith  and  Lapidge  Streets;  a 
San  Francisco  without  the  joBv  old 
gay  seems  culturally  bereft.  We  have 
lost  a great  poet  of  good  ate.  Under 
Continued  on  Page  5 


CELEBRATE.  ENJOY.  BE  MERRY! 
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Tues-$at  Lunch-Dinner 

2140  MISSION 

415  861-0972  For  Parties! 


MISSION  AREA  FEDERAL 
CREDIT  UNION 
(415)431-2268 


Check  out  our  very  own  ~ new  ATM  machine 
located  at  the  new  Rainbow  Grocery  Store  at 
1745  Folsom  Street,  corner  of  13th  Street. 
This  deposit  taking  machine  is  available  from 
9:00  a.m.  to  9:00  p.m.  seven  days  a week!!! 


TYPESETTING  NOW  AVAILABLE 

Offset  Photography 

STATS 

Metal  Plate  Quality 

PRINTING 

We  do  our  own  camera-work 
and  specialize  in  2-color  jobs 

539  VALENCIA  ST. 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

611  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St)  • S.F.,  CA  94110 

285-8588 

FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 

• Free  Shuttle  Service  to  & from  BART,  Downtown  & Nearby 

Neighborhoods  ♦ Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 
♦ “Do-it- Yourself”  Membership  Available 
♦ Men  & Women  Mechanics 
♦ Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work— Honest  Prices 

• Check  Engine  Light/ Computer  Diagnostics/Driveability  Problems 

• Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  & Repair 

• Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

• Cooling  Systems/Brakes/Clutches/General  Repairs 

• Air  Conditioning/Heaters  • Timing  Belts 

• Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

• Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  • Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

• Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  • CV  Joint  & Axle  Service 

• Engine  & Transmission  Rebuilding  & Replacement 

• Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 


$10 
OFF 
SMOG 
INSPECTION 


FREE 
33b  BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($25  VALUE) 


$10 
OFF 
OIL 
CHANGE 
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Mission  District 
Precincts 


PRESIDENT/VICE  PRESIDENT 

Clinton/Gore 

12164 

Dole/Kemp 

1080 

Nader/LaDuke 

2559 

Perot/Campbell 

433 

BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS 

Sue  Bierman 

7864 

Barbara  Kaufman 

5731 

Leland  Yee 

4695 

Leslie  R.Katz 

6325 

Michael  Yaki 

3892 

Jose  Medina 

8176 

Margo  St.  James 

6355 

Victor  Marquez 

7049 

Carolene  Marks 

2809 

"Manny"  Rosales 

1685 

Maria  Martinez 

3001 

Lucrecia  Bermudez 

1309 

Carlos  Petroni 

2116 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 

Steve  Phillips 

6730 

Juanita  Owens 

7124 

Jill  Wynns 

5187 

Mary  Hernandez 

6018 

BART  DIRECTOR,  DIST.  9 

Tom  Radulovich 

6065 

Michael  Bernick 

2905 

David  Jennings 

783 

STATE  PROPOSITIONS 

| Prop  204  - Clean  Water  Act 

YES  11685  NO  3818 
| Prop  205  - Offender  Facilities  Bond 

YES  5331  NO  9787 

| Prop  206  - Veteran's  Bond 

YES  7796  NO  6720 

[Prop  207  - Frivolous  Law  Suits 

YES  8288  NO  6319 

Prop  208  - Campaign  Contrib-CCRI 

YES  10707  NO  4012 

Prop  209  - Anti  Affirmative  Action 

YES  2679  NO  13400 
Prop  210  - Minimum  Wage  Increase 

YES  14345  NO  1582 

Prop  21 1 - Atty  Fees/Security  Fraud 

YES  7535  NO  7274 

Prop  212  - Campaign  Contrib-CALPIRG 
YES  6698  NO  7827 

Prop  21 3 - Limit  Recovery  Felons/DDs 
YES  5892  NO  8814 

Prop  214  - Health  Care-SEIU 

YES  10717  NO  3998 

Prop  21 5 - Medical  Marijuana 

YES  13746  NO  2372 

Prop  21 6 - Health  Care-Nurses 

YES  10336  NO  4105 

Prop  21 7 - Top  Income  Tax  Reinstatement 
YES  12107  NO  2977 

Prop  21 8 - Vhr  Approval  Local  Taxes 

YES  3884  NO  10635 


LOCAL 

Prop  A 

Prop  B 
Prop  C 
Prop  D 
Prop  E 
Prop  F 
Prop  G 
Prop  H 
Prop  I - 
Prop  J - 


PROPS 

- Affordable  Housing  Bond 

YES  12623  NO  2768 

- De  Young  Museum  Bond 

YES  8121  NO  7158 

- Retirement  Benefit 

YES  9686  NO  5158 

- Fire- Fighter  Pension 

YES  10666  NO  4377 

- City  Employee  Benefits 

YES  5021  NO  9858 

- Supervisor  Salary  Increase 


YES  7069 

- District  Elections 

YES  9559 

- Preference  Voting 

YES  8281 
Police/Fire  Comm 
YES  6231 
Taxicab  Permits 
YES  4455 


NO  7968 
NO  5061 
NO  5737 
NO  7783 
NO  10452 


Voter  Turnout  55% 


How  the  Mission  Voted 


by  Victor  Miller 

T'he  Mission’s  voter  turnout,  55 
percent,  was  less  than  the  1996  citywide 
turnout  of  59.4  percent,  and  was  10  per- 
cent lower  than  the  Mission’s  61.5  per- 
cent turnout  in  the  1992  presidential 
contest.  This  is  surprising,  since  a high- 
profile  campaign  against  the  anti-affirm- 
ative action  state  initiative,  Proposition 
209,  was  expected  to  draw  a significant 
number  of  new  Latino  voters  to  the  polls. 
Prop.  209  did  lose  heavily  in  the  Mission, 
by  a five-to-one  margin,  but  not  by  the 
lopsided  nine-to-one  margin  by  which 
the  Mission  supported  increasing  the 
minimum  wage  (Prop.  210).  Other  big 
winners  in  the  Mission  were  the  affor- 
dable housing  bond  (Prop.  A)  which  won 
by  a four-to-one  margin,  district  elec- 
tions (Prop.  G),  higher  taxes  for  the  very 
rich  (Prop.  217),  consumer  protection  in 
the  area  of  health  care,  (Prop.  214),  cam- 
paign-finance reform  (Prop.  208),  and 
the  ever-popular  clean  water  bond  (Prop. 
204).  Losing  big  was  the  prison-construc- 
tion bond  (Prop.  205)  and  another  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  cab  companies  to 
stick  it  to  their  employees  (Prop.  J).  City 
propositions  C and  D,  which  increased 
city-worker  benefits,  were  approved  by 
Mission  voters,  while  salary  increases  for 
members  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
(Prop.  F),  big  labor  and  Mayor  Brown’s 
civil-service  reform  effort  (Prop.  E),  and 
a measure  to  loosen  the  civil  service 
commission’s  review  of  the  police  (Prop. 
I)  were  defeated  in  the  Mission. 

These  results  paint  a picture  of  a com- 
munity with  working-class  dollars-and- 
cents  concerns,  a community  that  is  fed 
up  with  tax  advantages  to  the  rich  and  the 
pernicious  effects  of  money  on  the  politi- 
cal process.  Generally,  the  Mission  elec- 
torate can  be  said  to  be  friendly  toward 
labor,  except  when  heavyhandedness  on 
the  pan  of  labor  leaders  and  politicians 
gives  the  appearance  of  an  end  run  on  the 
public  purse,  as  it  did  in  the  campaign  to 
pass  Prop.  E.  Mission  voters,  like  most 
intelligent  life  forms,  are  distrustful  of 
politicians  and  won’t  pay  them  any  more 
money  than  they  have  to,  so  no  raises  for 
the  supes.  But  neither  did  our  local  elec- 
torate approve  another  crippling  tax 
limitation  measure  (Prop.  218),  which 
would  have  resulted  in  service  cuts  and 
no  improvements  in  government.  Mis- 
sion voters  are  also  unsatisfied  with  the 
current  at-large  voting  system  for  the 
Board  of  Supervisors,  and  voted  in  favor 
of  both  district  elections  (Prop.  G)  and 
preference  voting  (Prop.  H),  which  was 
given  more  yes  votes  - 8,821  — in  the 
Mission  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  city. 

The  Mission’s  vote  against  prison 
bonds,  against  Prop.  F,  and  the  vote  in 
favor  of  medical  marijuana  indicate  that 
the  strident  law-and-order  opinions  and 


The  question  is  not 
whether  to  fight  or  to  love. 

We  must  fight,  and  we  must  love. 
But  we  can  fight  without  hatred . 
and  love  without  conditions. 

Shri  Brahmamuidu  Surusvuti 

Yoga  Society 
of  San  Francisco 

Brahmananda  Ashram 

2672  Folsom  St.  265-5537 

Drop-In  Yoga  Classes 
Sanskrit  & Meditation  Classes 
Vedic  Fire  Ceremonies 
Indian  Music  Concerts  & Classes 


uncritical  pro-police  attitudes  that 
dominate  many  of  the  Mission’s  public 
meetings  are  not  necessarily  the  majority 
view  of  the  community. 

On  the  other  hand,  affordable  hous- 
ing, which  had  its  share  of  neighborhood 
naysayers,  was  approved  by  82  percent  of 
the  voters,  an  approval  rating  the  Mis- 
sion has  consistently  given  to  affordable- 
housing  issues  on  the  ballot. 

The  Candidates 

Bill  Clinton,  who  got  84  percent  of 
the  Mission’s  vote  in  1992,  got  only  72 
percent  in  1996;  Bob  Dole  got  only  6 
percent,  compared  to  George  Bush’s  9.5 
percent  in  1992.  Ross  Perot,  who  got  5.5 
percent  in  1992,  got  only  2.5  percent  in 
19%.  Ralph  Nader  rounded  up  a respect- 
able 15  percent  - 2,559  votes  - from  the 
Mission.  Like  most  of  America,  the  Mis- 
sion is  disenchanted  with  our  two- 
Republican-party  system,  but  is  not 
despondent  enough  to  go  for  Perot. 
Voting  for  Nader  shows  you’re  pissed  but 
not  nuts. 

In  1992  incumbent  Supervisor  Jim 
Gonzalez  failed  to  win  a single  Mission 
precinct,  leaving  Latino’s,  for  a time,  wit  h 
no  representation  on  the  board.  Latino 
political  fortunes  rose  considerably  in 
19%,  with  Jose  Medina  getting  more 
Mission  votes  - 8,176  - than  any  other 
supervisorial  candidate.  Progressive  icon 
Sue  Bierman  was  second,  with  7,864 
votes  and  first-time  candidate  Victor 
Marquez,  another  Mission-based  Latino, 
was  third,  followed  by  Margo  St.  James, 
incumbent  Leslie  Katz,  incumbent  Bar- 
bara Kaufman,  school  board  member 
Leland  Yee,  and  incumbent  Michael 
Yaki.  Medina  and  Yee  share  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  third  and  fourth 
minority  candidates  in  the  history  of  San 
Francisco  to  be  elected  to  citywide  office 
without  first  having  been  appointed  by 
the  mayor.  (The  first  was  Supervisor 
Mabel  Teng,  in  1994,  and  the  second, 
Mayor  Willie  Brown,  in  1995.) 

Two  Mission  residents  finished  well 
out  of  the  money:  Maria  Martinez,  who 
placed  behind  Yaki,  with  3001  votes.  Im- 
migrant-rights activist  Carlos  Petroni 
was  the  11th  choice  of  the  Mission,  beat- 


ing out  12th-place  winner,  Republican 
and  former  Redevelopment  Commis- 
sioner Manny  Rosales,  by  a little  more 
than  400  votes. 

Incumbent  Yaki  was  the  target  of  a 
negative  campaign  by  tenant  groups  who 
felt  he  had  broken  promises  to  pass  an 
owner  move-in  eviction  ordinance  in 
order  to  get  real  estate  industry  campaign 
contributions.  In  the  ensuing  political 
melee  Mayor  Brown  called  Yaki,  whom 
he  was  supporting,  a "pantywaist 
politician."  This  may  explain  Yaki’s  low 
vote  total  in  the  Mission  ~ 3,892  - where 
the  former  aide  to  Rep.  Nancy  Pelosi  was 
expected  to  do  well.  Kaufman,  the  top 
vote-getter  citywide,  may  have  done  not 
as  well  in  the  Mission  because  of  her 
conservative  outlook  or  because  she  has 
suggested  that  the  Mission,  for  purposes 
of  image-enhancement,  change  its  name. 
(Babstown?  Paris?  Hooterville?) 

Mission  supervisorial  results  show 
that  while  the  Latino  vote  is  important,  a 
broad  progressive  political  outlook, 
along  with  the  ability  to  lay  your  hands  on 
gobs  of  money,  is  still  the  determining 
factor  in  getting  the  Mission  vote. 

In  the  School  Board  race,  the  Mission 
gave  community  activist  Mauricio  Vela 
the  second  highest  total,  but  the  other 
top  spots  went  to  rubber  stampers  for 
School  Superintendent  Bill  Rojas. 
Citywide,  the  voters  chose  to  select  a 
School  Board  of  Rojas’s  tools,  counter- 
pointed  only  by  Jill  Wynns.  Wild  Bill 
rides  again. 

Newly  elected  District  9 BART  Com- 
missioner bested  incumbent  Michael 
Bernick,  mainly  due  to  big  wins  in  the 
Mission  and  Upper  Market. 

Selected  Precincts 

In  Precinct  3709,  the  Mission’s  crime- 
plagued  16th  and  Mission  area,  Prop.  209 
had  its  best  showing  but  still  lost  268  to 
94.  In  this  same  precinct  Dole  and  Nader 
tied  for  second  place,  with  36  votes  each 
to  Clinton’s  308. 

Precinct  3714,  by  Dolores  Park, 
where  shoot-outs  and  other  nightmares 
caused  by  rival  pot  dealers  have  had 
neighbors  up  in  arms  for  years,  nonethe- 
less approved  Prop.  215  by  a vote  of  419 
to  30. 


i C 


Party  Setup! 

Cakes  All  Ages  /j  — 

Plates,  Cups,  And  More  j j (f  f- 

(415)  284-6110  | ^ 


B O I L:fT)  8c  B A K E D 


LOX  CREAM  CHEESE  SPREADS 

SPINELLI  COFFEE  N.Y.  TIMES  DAILY 

3147  16th  St.  606  Mission  St.  @2nd 

Open  M-F  6 to  5 M-F  6am  to  6pm 

Sat  7 to  5 Phone  512-1570 

Sun  7 to  4 Phone  552-9122 
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Schmidt 


continued  from  page  one 


Chocolate  maker  Joseph  Schmidt 


Raquel  Medina  of  the  Mission  Economic 
Development  Agency  (MEDA),  which 
has  long  considered  the  empty  building  a 
neighborhood  blight. 

"Over  the  years,  people  have  been  in- 
terested but  the  site  was  just  too  big,  too 
expensive,"  Medina  said.  After  the  Police 
Department  chose  17th  and  Valencia 
over  the  Kilpatrick’s  building  for  the  site 
of  its  new  Mission  station,  the  decline 
worsened,  with  a number  of  stores  and 
arts  organizations  going  out  of  business. 
Medina  predicts  that  with  the  confection 
company  in  the  neighborhood,  "other 


things  will  develop." 

The  larger  space  will  enable 
Schmidt’s  to  expand  its  production  of 
chocolates,  now  at  a million  pounds  a 
year,  and  more  importantly,  to  double  its 
workforce. 

The  Schmidt’s  workforce,  a substan- 
tial portion  of  which  already  lives  in  the 
Mission,  primarily  consists  of  temporary 
employees  taken  on  during  the  four  peak 
chocolate  seasons:  Christmas, 

Valentine’s  Day,  Mother’s  Day,  and 
Easter.  Schmidt’s  designs  specialty 
chocolates,  sculpting  novelties  ranging 
from  limousines  and  computers  for  con- 
ventions to  one-time  masterworks,  in- 
cluding the  creation  of  a thousand 
crossed  U.S.  and  Russian  flags  for  the 
Gorbachev  summit  in  San  Francisco,  and 
celebrity  busts  of  the  likes  of  of  David 
Letterman  and  Sophia  Loren. 

The  new  facility,  according  to 
spokesperson  Duane  Papiemiak,  will 
enable  Schmidt’s  to  increase  its  produc- 
tion of  seasonal  chocolates,  most  of 
which  are  shipped  to  major  retailers  such 
as  Macy’s,  Bloomingdale’s,  and  even 
Herrod’s  in  England.  The  company  has 
already  signed  a licensing  deal  with  Dis- 
ney: chocolate  Mickey  Mouses  were  roll- 
ing down  conveyer  belts  and  stacked  in 
waiting  rows.  Other  deals  are  in  the 
works. 

Chocolate  Darth  Vaders  and  Chewy- 
caramel-Baccas?  Possibly,  what  with  the 
Spielberg/Lucas  empires  nearby.  Choco- 


CELEBRATE 


THE  GRAND  OPENING  OF  THE 
SUNRISE  SIDEWALK  CLEANERS 

Thursday,  January  9,  1997 
5:30-7:30  PM 
Columbia  Park  Boys  & Girls  Club 
450  Guerrero  Street  at  16th 
For  more  information  call:  415.861  8232 
A business  developed  and  operated  by  Mission  youth 


Paella  catering 
Live  music  Wednesdays 

(41S)  5S2  3889  • 3228  16th  st.  San  Francisco,  CA  94103  • (between  Gerrero  6 Dolores) 


You’ve  never  really  tried  Mexican  Food  until  you’ve  been  to: 

PUERTO  ALEGRE  RESTAURANT  No.  1 

NOW  SERVING  THE 

BEST  MARGARITAS 

IN  THE  BAY  AREA 


546  VALENCIA  ST. 


255-820, 


Gourmet  Tapas  & Paella 


late  Independence  Day  aliens?  Probably 
not. 

Joseph  Schmidt  was  born  in  pre-Is- 
rael Jerusalem  to  Austrian  parents.  He 
designed  pastries  and  cakes  for  many 
years  at  the  famous  Fantasia  Bakery 
before  making  the  switch  to  chocolate; 
his  confections  have  won  awards  includ- 
ing the  prestigious  Antoine  Careme 
Medal.  In  a trade  magazine,  Schmidt 
compared  chocolate  to  a drug:  "It 
releases  endorphins  in  your  body.  Espe- 
cially in  women,  it  makes  them  feel  like 
they’re  in  love." 

Reportedly,  two  people  who  can’t 
turn  away  from  Schmidt’s  confections  are 
Nancy  Reagan,  who  favors  bowls  of  truf- 
fles that  are  themselves  composed  of 
chocolate,  and  Queen  Elizabeth,  who 
was  presented  with  a big,  thick  San  Fran- 
cisco cable  car.  It  was  not  known,  how- 
ever, whether  she  shared  any  with  other 
members  of  the  royal  family. 

Unquestionably,  Schmidt’s  has  out- 
grown its  present  quarters.  An  / Love 
Lucy- size  maze  of  conveyer  belts,  cartons 
awaiting  shipment  to  Wolfgang  Puck  or 
its  sole  retail  outlet  at  16th  and  Sanchez, 
big  bags  of  plastic  peanuts  that  protect 
against  broken-Easter-Bunny  syndrome 
and  careening  forklifts. 

But  it’s  a better  place  to  work  at  than 
the  factory  of  the  hapless  Lucille  Ball. 
"The  bosses  aren’t  on  top  of  people  or 
over  their  shoulder,"  said  Marta  La- 
Guardia,  who  started  out  in  production 


at  Schmidt’s  nine  years  ago,  but  is  now  a 
manager  of  personnel.  "It’s  a very  friendly 
environment" 

LaGuardia  says  the  move  will  also 
benefit  employees,  not  only  those  who 
live  in  the  Mission  and  will  be  able  to 
walk  to  work  but  also  those  outside  the 
neighborhood,  who  can  use  BART.  Res- 
taurants and  businesses  on  16th  east  of 
Mission  who  have  been  wafting  for  a 
major  "anchor"  to  occupy  Kilpatrick’s 
will  be  smiling  too. 

"They  seem  to  be  good  and  caring 
with  their  employees,"  said  Medina.  "And 
some  of  the  people  working  there  are 
very  artistic." 

Once  Schmidt’s  is  settled  into  the  Kil- 
patrick Building,  Papiemiak  says,  the 
company  won’t  rule  out  two  potentially 
interesting  developments.  "We  haven’t 
had  space  to  permit  factory  tours,"  he 
told  the  New  Mission  News.  At  a larger 
facility,  however,  it  may  be  more  feasible 
(and  it  would  provide  a further  boost  to 
the  16th  Street  business  climate).  Down 
the  road  Schmidt’s  may  follow  the  lead  of 
Kilpatrick’s  by  opening  an  off-site  retail 
outlet  for  its  surplus,  past-dated,  and 
broken  chocolates.  The  specialties  and 
truffles  tend  to  be  higher-priced  treats, 
with  fillings  such  as  Grand  Marnier, 
Baileys  Irish  Cream,  Jamaican  rums  and, 
other  heady  ingredients.  But  who  could 
pass  up  the  opportunity  to  seize  a box  of 
chocolate  wrenches,  a computer,  or 
other  surplus  convention  treat? 


Armory  Millions  continued  from  page  one 


uled  to  be  occur  as  we  go  to  press.  To  be 
eligible,  organizations  must  be  based  in 
San  Francisco  and  must  come  up  with 
programs  to  be  carried  out  in  the  Mis- 
sion. Special  consideration  will  be  given 
to  groups  that  applied  for  but  were  not 
awarded  either  a Community  Develop- 
ment Block  Grant  or  an  Enterprise  Com- 
munity Grant.  The  final  decision  on  who 
g£ts  how  much  will  be  made  by  Mayor 
Brown,  who  promised  swift  action. 


"We’re  going  to  do  this  lickety  split,"  he 
said.  This  probably  means  early 
February. 

Ironically,  nonprofit  organizations 
that  were  part  of  the  Armory  Foundation 
will  now  be  allowed  to  apply  for  the 
money  directly  - something  they 
couldn’t  do  while  the  foundation  held  the 
funds,  due  to  conflict  of  interest  regula- 
tions. 


#ll§®f 


10)7 


I/O 


eocio 


betoeeo 


C, 


<\V) 


"Indian  Food  With  A New  Attitude" 

5:30  - 10:30  pm  Fri.  - Sat.  5:30  - 10  pm  Sun  - Thur 
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Pat  Nolan 


continued  from  page  one 


Nolan’s  stewardship  the  Dovre  was  a link 
to  the  Mission’s  Irish  working-class 
heritage,  now  limited  to  a few  outposts 
scattered  across  the  community.  So  many 
of  today’s  trendier  watering  holes  are 
fixated  on  the  scene  and  look  they  create, 
but  the  Dovre,  when  Nolan  was  behind 
the  bar,  was  a spot  where  a good  joke  and 
a story  well-told  were  things  of  supreme 
importance.  Local  lore  has  it  that  it  was 
Nolan  and  his  pals  columnist  Warren 
Hinckle  and  politico  Jack  Davis  who, 
over  a few  drinks  (some  would  say  a few 
too  many  drinks)  cooked  up  the  can- 
didacy of  Frank  Jordan  for  mayor.  Nolan 
had  a very  large  sense  of  humor,  which  in 
this  case  got  out  of  hand. 

Pat  Nolan’s  serious  side  was  focused 
on  the  expelling  of  the  British  from 
Northern  Ireland;  if  the  Irish  Republican 
Army  could  be  said  to  have  an  embassy  in 
San  Francisco,  it  was  the  Dovre  Club’s 
ambassador-in-residence,  Patrick 

Joseph  "Paddy"  Nolan.  In  1981,  after  the 
death  of  H-Block  prisoner  Bobby  Sands, 
Nolan  organized  a one-hour  shut-down 
of  all  Irish  bars.  No  easy  task  that. 

He  was  always  at  the  forefront  of  any 
protest  against  the  Brits,  and  was  always 
the  first  to  raise  his  glass  to  the  toast 
"Here’s  to  the  final  defeat  of  the  British 
Army  in  Northern  Ireland."  Everyone 
who  knew  him  also  knew  he  was  a man  of 
private  charities,  which  he  supported 
generously  and  anonymously  to  the 
benefit  of  the  needy. 

Nolan  was  also  a man  of  explosive 


temper,  sometimes  feigned  for  the  sake 
of  his  amusement  at  the  discomfiture  of 
the  object  of  his  wrath.  Many’s  the  Nolan 
crony  or  acquaintance  who,  failing  to 
scrupulously  follow  the  shifting  patterns 
of  Nolan’s  rules  of  proper  conduct, 
slipped  up  in  word  or  deed  and  found 
himself  suddenly  hurled  exterior  to  the 
Dovre  Club  with  a booming  brogue- 
drenched  "Yer  eahty  sixed"  ringing  in  his 
ears.  The  length  of  exile  was  determined 
by  a perverse  whimsy  that  those  of  us  who 
have  not  presided  over  a saloon  suzerain- 
ty cannot  understand.  It  was  never  per- 
manent, of  course;  it  was  all  just  part  of 
the  impish  glee  that  Nolan  provided 
along  with  the  price  of  a drink. 

Supervisor  Kevin  Shelley  has 
proposed  that  Lapidge  Street  be 
renamed  Nolan  Alley.  The  idea  that  the 
memory  of  this  good  man  remain  at  the 
corner  where  he  presided  over  so  many 
good  times  is  a fitting  tribute.  But  Nolan 
Alley?  Who  wants  their  name  on  an  alley? 
How  about  Nolan’s  Way? 

With  Jimmy  McCarthy  of  Original 
McCarthy’s  departure  earlier  this  year, 
the  Mission  has  lost  much  of  its  old-era 
Hibernian  charm,  but  the  death  of  Pat 
Nolan  is  much  more  than  just  the  loss  of 
a neighborhood  character:  it  is  loss  to  the 
character  of  our  neighborhood.  Pat,  may 
the  devil  be  so  busy  carrying  the  last 
British  solider  in  Northern  Ireland  off  to 
hell,  you’re  in  Heaven  an  hour  before  he 
knows  you’re  dead. 


Books  And  Toys  For  Grown-ups 

A dean,  well-lighted  place  for  women  and  men 
(and  parents!)  to  shop  for  sex  toys,  books  and 
videos.  From  enlightening  advice,  to  electrifying 
erotica,  you'll  find  it  at 

GOOD  VIBRATIONS 

1210  Valencia  (between  23rd  and  24th  Streets) 
Open  every  day  II  a.m.  - 7 p.m.,  974-8980  v 


A FEW  THINGS  TO 
HO  HO  HO  ABOUT 


Saturday,  December  7th  Celebration 
of  Craftswomen  offers  a selection  by  over 
280  participants  of  everything  from 
children’s  toys  to  teapots  to  Navajo 
blankets.  It’s  a benefit  for  the  Women’s 
Building.  The  fair  has  outgrown  its  local 
space,  so  you’ll  have  to  go  north  to  Fort 
Mason’s  Herbst  Pavilion.  Get  there  as 
close  to  10  a.m.  as  you  can.  They’re  open 
until  6 p.m.  and  also  the  8th,  14th  and 
15th,  but  the  best  gifts  go  fast  The  $4-$8 
admission  (kids  under  12  free)  will  help 
fund  seismic  upgrading  of  the  Women’s 
Building.  361-0700. 

Friday,  December  13th  Creativity  Ex- 
plored holds  a one-time,  pre-  holiday 
garage  sale,  but  instead  of  broken  ap- 
pliances, odd-size  clothing,  and  National 
Geographies,  you’ll  find  playful,  ex- 
uberant, and  insightful  gifts  for  all  pa- 
lates, including  ceramics,  paintings, 
sculpture,  and  handmade  cards  by  locally 
and  nationally  exhibited  artists.  3245 
16th  Street,  near  Guerrero.  6-9  p.m.  863- 
2108. 

Monday,  December  16th  "Pastorela 
Celebration"  opens  the  Art  of  Movement 
exhibition  at  Balazo  Gallery,  281 1 Mis- 
sion, near  24th.  Meet  more  than  35  local 
and  international  artists.  $10  includes 
drinks  and  dinner.  6 p.m.  920-0897. 

Ongoing: 

Galena  de  la  Raza’s  "Bazaar 
Navideho  " is  open  already  and,  until 
December  24th,  will  offer  fine  Mexican 
jewelry,  masks,  toys,  and  fine  art  from 
some  of  the  most  influential  local  and 
Latin  American  artists  working  today. 
Located  at  24th  and  Bryant,  it’s  open  six 
days  a week,  11  a.m.  to  6 p.m.,  with  late 
TGIF  hours  until  8 p.m.  826-8009. 

Global  Exchange’s  "Fair  Trade"  mail 
order  and  third-world  craft  store  referral 


service  will  ensure  your  children’s 
holiday  gifts  haven’t  been  made  by  other 
children  shivering  in  slave-labor  sweat- 
shops around  the  globe.  To  learn  how  to 
obtain  cruelty-free  backpacks,  dolls, 
artwork,  gourmet  foodstuffs,  and  more, 
call  255-7276  (or  fax  255-7498  or  E-mail 
gllbalexch@igc.org).  Spike  Nike! 

The  Mission  branch  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Public  Library  will  present  a 
holiday  program  of  films,  stories,  and 
parties  for  kids  of  all  ages  throughout  the 
month.  Drop  by  at  24th  and  Bartlett  to 
pick  up  a program.  695-5090. 

Perhaps  you’d  like  to  give  a gift  of 
time  or  resources  to  one  of  San 
Francisco’s  many  agencies  served  by  the 
Volunteer  Center,  food  and  gift  prepara- 
tion and  distribution,  child  and  health 
services,  and  much  more.  Call  the  Volun- 
teer Center,  982-8999,  for  a list  of  or- 
ganizations that  need  support  and/or 
donations. 

And  when  the  holiday’s  over,  con- 
sider the  mountains  of  garbage  requiring 
recycling  and  consider  these  tips  from 
jolly  old  David  Assmann  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Recycling  Program: 

December  7 is  Special  Holiday  Bin 
Day,  when  you  can  by  a $100  backyard 
compost  bin  for  only  $24.50  from  SLUG. 
Call  285-7585. 

If  you’d  prefer  a live,  potted,  or 
reusable  tree  to  a dead  or  plastic  one,  call 
the  Living  Tree  Company  at  554-6193  or 
1-800-810-  PINE. 

Recycle!  Cut  down  on  packaging  and 
recycle  catalogs  and  junk  mail  through 
the  curbside  collection  program,  donate 
your  leftover  Styrofoam  peanuts  to  the 
nearest  Mail  Boxes  Etc.  For  information 
on  recycling  old  holiday  cards  send  a 
stamped,  self-addressed  envelope  to  Jack 
Early,  All-Year  Christmas  Cheer,  134 
Pfeiffer  Street,  San  Francisco  94133. 


920  Valencia  / 20th 


Open  7am  - 11:30pm  eVGRVDHy 


You’ll  need  more  than  pen 
and  ink  to  get  that  contract 
signed. 


•Maximize  the  use  of  your 
Minority/Woman  status 
Improve  your  marketing 

-Sharpen  your  bid  H^stategy 

packaging  skills 
'Enhance  your  network 
of  resources 

Mission  Economic  Development  Association 

(415)282-3334 

Can  help  you  Gain  Access  To  Contract  Opportunities 


A service  of  the 

THE  VENDOR  CLEARING  HOUSE 

2601  Mivtion  Street.  Vlh  Floor 
San  Francisco.  CA  94110 
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Where  Goes  the  Neighborhood? 


(jet  around  the  Mission  a little  bit: 
walk,  ride  a bike.  Something  is  changing. 
The  old  neighborhood  seems  a little  ... 
whiter,  a little  younger,  a little  wealthier 
(or  maybe  just  more  childless).  You  can 
see  all  kinds  of  signs,  like: 

On  a telephone  pole  at  20th  and 
York,  "Wanted:  live-work  or  loft  within 
three  blocks  of  this  sign.  Prefer  not  to  pay 
more  than  $2300/month." 

No  more  "40  pounds  of  pork/$30"  in 
the  butcher  shop  at  Bryant  and  Chavez. 
It’s  now  a coffee  house. 

And  then  there  are  signs  for  one-hour 
parking  (except  for  those  with  residential 
permits),  which  put  the  sidewalk 
mechanics  out  of  business.  More  atten- 
tion from  the  parking  police,  towing 
away  unlicensed  cars  belonging  to  the 
dwellers  in  crowded  flats. 

The  mix  of  cars  has  changed,  too. 
Fewer  ’70s  Impalas,  more  ’90s  Camrys. 
When  the  Beemers  and  Infinitis  take 
over,  I’ll  know  it’s  time  to  leave.  A lot  of 
Mexican  bars  are  closing.  El  Vaquero 
went  out  of  business  at  20th  and 
Alabama,  and  was  replaced  a year  later  by 
the  Atlas  Cafe,  a pleasantly  funky  place 
with  unspecial  food.  The  Boys’  and  Girls’ 
Club  kids  are  painting  a mural  on  one  of 
their  walls,  which  used  to  be  covered  with 
graffiti. 

Have  you  noticed  how  all  these  little 
delis  and  cafes  have  set  up  outdoor 
tables?  When  I hurry  past  all  these  folks 
sitting  out  on  a work  day  for  long,  leisure- 
ly lunches,  I have  to  wonder:  What  am  I 
doing  wrong? 


Valencia  Street:  the  trendy  food  spot. 
Even  on  weekdays  at  7:30  p.m.,  long  lines 
form  outside  the  Slanted  Door  and  a 
couple  of  other  places  on  16th.  Coffee 
shops  on  every  block.  Thrift  stores,  with 
only  a slight  transformation,  are  now  an- 
tique shops. 

On  my  block  the  ethnic  mix  hasn’t 
changed  much,  but  somehow  the  balance 
of  power  has.  The  old-time  Irish  and 
Italians,  working-class  folks  who  have 
lived  here  their  entire  lives,  are  almost 
gone.  The  new  white  homeowners  are 
professionals;  the  renters  are  young  stu- 
dents and  slackers.  They’re  OK  when  you 
can  get  their  attention. 

Sitting  on  my  steps,  watching  all  the 
young  white  folks  going  to  and  from  the 
Laundromat  or  coffee.  They  don’t  stop  to 
say  hello  or  anything.  They  probably 
don’t  think  much  about  us  old-timers  or 
the  new  immigrants  they  share  space 
with.  I wonder,  was  I like  that  when  I 
moved  in  20  years  ago?  I don’t  think  so, 
but  then  I always  did  like  talking  to 
strangers. 

I’d  describe  the  ethnic  mix  this  way: 
40  percent  Latino,  40  percent  white,  10 
percent  other,  10  percent  people  you 
never  see.  Most  of  those  "others"  are 
Chinese,  people  who  are  also  running 
businesses  - piecework  and  food  from 
their  apartments,  Laundromats  and  liq- 
uor stores  on  the  corners. 

Walking  around  the  northeast  Mis- 
sion, I see  new  businesses  every  week: 
wholesalers,  bakeries,  magazine  stores, 
art  galleries,  mysterious  warehouse 
operations.  Most  of  the  owners  and 


!J  Save  A Tree  This  Holiday  Season! 

® Use  a Live  Tree  Instead  of  a Cut  Tree  This  Year 

H Live,  potted  trees  can  be  used  over  and  over  again.  The  following 
It  businesses  not  only  sell  live,  potted  Christmas  trees,  but  also 
offer  delivery  and  pick-up  service. 


’Hortica 

566  Castro  St.  (18th  St.) 
863-4697 

Potrero  Gardens 

17th  & Texas,  861-8220 

Sloat  Garden  Center 

327  3rd  Ave.  (Clement  St.), 
752-1614 

2700  Sloat  Blvd.(46th  Ave.), 
566-4415 


The  Garden  Hound 

1921  Clement  St.  (20th  Ave.), 
387-5608 

The  Planters  Nursery 

3817  24th  St.  (Church),  285-9087 

The  Living  Tree  Company 

1-800-810-PINE 


JF 


San  Francisco 


RECYCLING 


For  More  Information  Call  554-6193 


ONE  DAY  COMPOST 
BIN  SALE 

Saturday 
December  7th 
9 am  - 3 pm 


Get  a $100 
Compost  Bin  for 


San  Francisco  League 
of  Urban  Gardeners 

2088  Oakdale 

285-7585  for  more  information 


Is  it  our  fate  to  be  overrun  by  people  who  drink  too  much  coffee? 


workers  don’t  live  here,  but  some  do. 
New  housing  units  keep  going  up  in 
refurbished  and  new  buildings  on 
Alabama,  Florida,  Bryant,  and  their  cross 
streets. 

This  is  gentrification,  I guess.  Money 
moving  in  from  the  north  and  west,  build- 
ing new  housing  and  opening  new  busi- 
nesses. But  it’s  atypical.  While  a few  older 
and  poorer  residents  are  getting 
squeezed  out,  mostly  the  newbies  are 
building  their  own  residences  in  aban- 
doned industrial  areas.  It’s  more  a busi- 
ness thing  than  a residential  thing.  For 
example,  the  Mexico  Market  liquor 
store,  closed  by  the  Alcohol  Commis- 
sion, reopened  as  ElectroLab,  a scruffy 
repair  shop  for  musical  equipment  At 
least  it’s  not  a coffee  house. 

Whatever  is  happening,  it  hasn’t  got- 
ten to  24th  or  Mission  Streets  yet  The 
big  shopping  districts  haven’t  changed  at 
all;  they’re  struggling  along  as  they  have 
for  decades. 

You  really  know  you’re  being 
gentrified  when  they  open  a 24-hour  gym 
at  the  comer  of  16th  and  Potrero.  The 
rundown  plaza,  now  called  Potrero  Cen- 


ter, includes  Office  Depot,  Peet’s,  the 
Old  Navy  Store,  and  the  biggest  Safeway 
(so  far)  in  town.  You  look  at  it  and  think 
you  must  be  in  Hayward. 

How  many  neighborhood  residents 
are  employed  in  this  new  development? 
Some  of  the  guys  I know  who  are  in  their 
twenties,  unemployed  for  years,  have 
found  jobs  in  the  building  boom.  Not 
working  actual  construction,  just  $8-an- 
hour  stuff  in  the  building-supply  houses 
and  such.  Others  are  waiting  tables  and 
cleaning  up  in  the  cafes  and  restaurants. 
This  kind  of  job  won’t  support  a family  or 
enable  you  to  get  ahead,  but  it  is  better 
than  nothing.  I think. 

Is  it  a good  thing?  I know  I feel  safer 
parking  my  car  at  night,  but  how  much 
benefit  are  longtime  Mission  residents 
getting,  especially  the  Latinos?  Are  our 
young  people  doing  better?  Is  the  Mis- 
sion still  as  hospitable  for  working-class 
people,  for  immigrants,  for  people  of 
color?  Are  there  more  services,  more 
jobs,  more  cultural  opportunities,  less 
garbage?  Probably  not.  But  we  do  have 
an  excellent  collection  of  coffee  places, 
don’t  we? 


"Wishing  our  customers  and  friends 
all  the  Magic  of  the  Season! 


MISSION  NEIGHBORHOOD  WALDORF  KINDERGARTEN! 
Centro  del  Pueblo,  474  Valencia  Street,  Suite  135 
(415)  703-0459 


Listen  to  what  the  experts  are  saying... 

"My  son  eats  more  vegetables,  has  better  health,  is  interested  in  telling 
complete  stories,  and  has  deepened  friendships."  Doesn't  your  child 
deserve  the  best? 


• Cognitive  Skill  Development 

• Developmental  Approach 

• Artistic  Work  - Creative  Play 


This  school  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  relig 

preference,  or  handicap. 


• Multicultural  Population 
• Family  Involvement 
• Affordable  Tuition 
ion,  national  origin,  sexual 


Photo  by  Amy  Snyder 


mission  broadsider 


by  andy  solow 


In  November  1991,  San  Francisco 
passed  the  Children’s  Amendment  (Prop 
J).  Prop  J reserves  25  cents  of  every  $100 
in  local  property  taxes  through  the  year 
2002  for  children’s  services  above  and 
beyond  those  funded  prior  to  its  adop- 
tion. According  to  Jeff  Mori,  executive 
director  for  MOCYF,  in  1997  MOCYF 
will  distribute  more  than  $15  million  for 
children’s  services,  including  early 
childhood  development,  youth  develop- 
ment, and  family  support.  Unfortunately, 
the  lion’s  share  of  the  tax  dollars  reserved 
for  distribution  through  the  children’s 
fund  are  eaten  up  by  the  bureaucracy 
created  by  MOCYFs  previous  director, 
Anthony  Lincoln. 

In  response  to  my  Sunshine  Or- 
dinance request  asking  how  many  dollars 
per  client-hour  are  allocated  to  each  pro- 
gram MOCYF  funds,  MOCYF  produced 
22  boxes  of  raw  statistics  and  unintel- 
ligible reports.  Senior  staffers  Joe  Lam 
and  Winna  Davis  told  me  that  no  such 
statistics  had  ever  been  compiled,  that 
MOCYF  is  currently  evaluating  program 
effectiveness  based  on  a system  of  "in- 
dicators" and  "outcomes,"  and  that 
MOCYF  is  in  the  process  of  setting  up  a 
"management  information  system"  to 
compile  statistics  and  make  cost  com- 
parisons between  the  agencies  they  fund. 
My  question  is:  Why  did  Anthony  Lin- 
coln make  everybody  waste  all  that  time 
and  energy  collecting  more  than  300,000 
pages  of  information  (including  the  80 
boxes  I never  looked  at)  if  all  he  was 
planning  to  do  with  it  was  put  it  in  boxes 
and  stick  it  in  storage? 

Tracy  Brown,  director  of  YWCA  Mis- 
sion Girls  Services,  said:  "I  spend  as  much 
as  40  hours  a week  in  meetings  about 
paper  work.  If  I want  to  get  anything  done 
for  the  kids,  I have  to  do  it  on  my  own 
time." 

MYSL  Treasurer  Mark  Bethel  said: 
"My  biggest  complaint  about  this  entire 
process  is  that  we  waste  so  much  f— ing 
time  and  resources  filling  out  reports 
that  mean  nothing  to  anybody.  No  nor- 
mal person  can  even  understand  [the 
reports],  and  the  reports  don’t  reflect 
what  the  kids  are  actually  getting  out  of 
the  programs. 

"People  should  not  write  reports  and 
attend  meetings  as  a first  priority.  That’s 
ass  backwards!  The  first  priority  should 
be  to  create,  plan,  and  supervise  activities 
for  youth." 


807  Valencia 

(at  19th  Street) 

824-3494 

Open  Everyday 

11:00-11:00 

Natural  Niman  Schell  Beef  and  Rocky  Free  Range  Chicken 

Natural  Beef  Burgers  • Veggie  Burgers  • Fries  • Hot  Dogs  & Shakes 


Coc&taife  - Dancity 

Beto’s  Sound  D.J. 

Banda  & Cumbia 
Live  Music 

Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday,  Monday 
No  Cover  Charge! 

Mariquita  Marez  e Hija 

Propietarias 

3247  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110,  Ph:  824-0884 


Soccer  Orphans 

T he  Mission  Youth  Soccer  League 
(MYSL)  is  in  trouble.  Mayor  Brown  says 
youth  soccer  is  a priority  for  San  Francis- 
co; and  the  city  has  been  spending  mil- 
lions of  dollars  renovating  all  of  the 
soccer  fields  in  town.  But  MYSL  has  only 
20  cents  per  client-hour  with  which  to 
provide  supervised  recreation  10  hours  a 
week  year-round  for  more  than  800 
youth.  Further,  MYSL  has  no  paid  staff. 

In  1992,  with  a lot  of  help  from  the 
California  Youth  Soccer  Association 
(CYSA),  which  has  over  150,000  youth 
soccer  players  in  northern  California 
alone,  Juan  Gonzalez,  Larry  Kischmis- 
chian,  and  I started  MYSL.  Our  idea  was 
to  provide  year-round  wholesome,  su- 
pervised recreation  for  approximately 
500  under-served  at-risk  youth  — boys 
and  girls,  ages  5 to  18  - in  the  eastern  part 
of  San  Francisco.  MYSL  combines  soc- 
cer with  mentoring  by  the  coaches,  and 
also  provides  referrals  to  tutoring  and 
counseling  services  to  create  a surrogate 
family  environment  with  continuity 
provided  by  long-term  volunteer  parent 
coaches. 

The  Mayor’s  Office  of  Children,  Youth, 
and  Their  Families 

In  1993,  with  $25,000  provided  by  the 
Mayor’s  Office  of  Children,  Youth,  and 
Their  Families  (MOCYF),  MYSL  served 
300  youth  on  a year-round  basis  and  500 
youth  during  the  summer  months.  By  the 
summer  of  19%,  MYSL  was  providing  10 
supervised  hours  of  soccer  practice  and 
games  per  week  for  more  than  800  youths 
for  the  same  $25,000  — roughly  20  cents 
per  client-hour. 

Though  we  all  take  great  pride  in 
what  MYSL  has  accomplished,  none  of 
us  has  ever  gotten  a penny  for  our  work. 
With  the  exception  of  paid  referees,  all  of 
MYSL’s  adult  supervision  is  provided  by 
parent  volunteers. 

MYSL  never  got  a funding  increase 
because  MOCYF  has  not  made  recrea- 
tion a priority  for  the  last  four  years. 
Thus,  what  is  arguably  the  cheapest  su- 
pervised youth  activity  that  attracts  the 
most  parent  and  youth  participation  and 
volunteer  support  is  a low  priority  for 
MOCYF. 
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Collaboration? 

I hoped  that  MOCYF  might  at  least 
give  MYSL  enough  money  to  pay  for 
liability  and  medical  insurance,  registra- 
tion, equipment,  and  tournament  fees  for 
all  of  the  kids  who  don’t  have  the  money. 
But  Davis  and  Lam  said  there  was  no 
more  money  available  and  suggested  that 
I ask  the  other  members  of  the  collabora- 
tive to  give  MYSL  more  of  their  money. 

For  the  last  two  years,  MYSL  has 
been  a member  of  the  Casa  de  los  Jovenes 
(CASA),  an  interagency  collaborative 
whose  members  include  the  Real  Alter- 
natives Program,  the  San  Francisco  Con- 
servation Corps,  Instituto  Familiar  De 
La  Raza,  San  Francisco  Recreation  and 
Park  Department/Mission  Recreation 
Center,  Horizons  Unlimited,  YWCA 
Mission  Girls  Services,  the  Mission 
Youth  Soccer  League,  and  Southern  Ex- 
posure Gallery. 

When  I asked  CASA  Program  Direc- 
tor Carlos  Petroni  why  every  other  agen- 
cy in  the  CASA  collaborative  had 
full-time  paid  staff  (not  all  paid  by 
CASA),  Petroni  said,  "I  asked  for  more 
money  for  everybody  and  MOCYF  gave 
us  less  money  than  we  got  last  year.  The 
CASA  members  made  the  decision  on 
how  to  distribute  the  money  they  got. 

"We  received  only  $300,000  out  of  the 
total  pot  of  $15  million  - just  2 percent 
of  the  MOCYF  budget.  We  should  find 
more  money  for  MYSL,  but  the  money  is 
not  in  the  CASA  budget.  Twenty-three 
percent  of  all  of  the  youth  in  San  Francis- 
co who  need  these  services  live  in  the 
Mission,  but  only  about  10  percent  of  the 
MOCYF  budget  is  allocated  to  the  Mis- 
sion. The  Mission  only  receives  about 
half  as  much  from  MOCYF  as  we  should 
proportional  to  our  need." 

When  I asked  RAP  Associate  Direc- 
tor Roban  San  Miguel  why  the  other 
agencies  funded  through  CASA  are  get- 
ting five  to  100  times  as  much  money  in 
dollars  per  client-hour  as  MYSL,  San 
Miguel  said,  "MOCYF  has  not 


prioritized  recreation  for  the  last  four 
years,  which  means  that  everything  else 
gets  funds  first.  Recreation  programs 
don’t  receive  as  much  money  as  mental 
health  and  case  management." 

It's  oot  in  the  contract 

Just  how  inflexible  this  unwieldy 
bureaucracy  is  in  responding  to  basic 
neighborhood  problems  is  illistrated  by 
their  response  to  the  Treat  Mob.  The 
Treat  Mob  (TM)  is  composed  primarily 
of  neighborhood  youths  ages  11  to  16. 
According  to  the  neighbors,  many  TM 
members  are  truants  who  should  be  at- 
tending Everett  Middle  School.  Virtually 
every  night,  about  30  TM  youths  con- 
gregate on  Treat  Street  outside  the  Mis- 
sion Recreation  Center  and/or  in  the 
unlighted  school  yard  at  Las  Americas 
Children’s  Center,  where  they  fritter 
away  the  hours  drinking,  urinating,  and 
spraying  graffiti  on  the  school  and  the 
rest  of  the  neighborhood  for  several 
blocks  around. 

Even  more  troubling,  many  of  the  TM 
youths  have  taken  up  sniffing  Chemo,  an 
automobile  engine  additive.  According 
to  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Regional 
Poison  Control  Center,  sniffing  volatile 
hydrocarbons  can  cause  coma  and  death, 
as  well  as  long-term  damage  to  the  brain, 
kidneys,  and  liver.  But  when  people  from 
the  community  asked  CASA  to  address 
this  extremely  serious  problem,  CASA 
claimed  that  they  couldn’t  do  anything 
about  it  because  the  Chemo  problem  was 
not  written  into  the  collaborative  work 
plan  and  is  not  part  of  the  CASA  con- 
tract. 

At  press  time  Jeff  Mori,  Mayor 
Brown’s  new  MOCYF  director,  said  that 
he  would  do  whatever  he  could  to 
simplify  the  MOCYF  paper-flow  system 
and  make  sure  that  MYSL  has  sufficient 
funds  to  serve  all  of  the  disadvantaged 
youth  who  want  to  play  soccer  (instead  of 
sniffing  Chemo). 
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Poem(s)  of  the  Month 


The  Moon  and  I 

Two  boys  shoot  their  sleeping  parents 
They  laid  in  their  bed  and  wondered  why,  as  they  died 
An  American  hero  stabs  and  kills  his  wife  and  her  friend 
on  the  front  doorstep 

Throats  slashed  face-down  in  blood  while  the  children 
quietly  slept  upstairs. 

These  are  today’s  headlines  in  the  City  of  Angels 

They  are  you,  they  are  me, 

they  are  your  mother,  your  brother 

We  push  and  shove  trying  to  control  the  direction  of  our  lives 

Not  knowing  whether  we’re  coming  or  going,  we  all  end  up 

at  the  end  of  the  line. 

You  can  feel  the  temper  on  the  streets 
You  can  hear  voices  angry  and  frustrated 
The  grass  isn’t  greener  on  the  other  side  of  the  fence 
The  grass  is  red  from  blood  of  failed  dreams 

The  sun  finally  sets  and  a cool  breeze  blows  away 
and  emotion  or  two 

Hot  tempers  begin  to  relax  in  the  shadow  of  a swollen  city 
Clouds  forming  hieroglyphic  images  parade 
across  the  darkening  sky 
I read  cryptic  messages  as  they  review 
in  front  of  the  full  moon. 

They  tell  me  I must  escape  this  chaos 
To  somewhere  far  away  from  the  state 
of  mind  that  I am  in 

Somewhere  the  city  can’t  drown  me  with 
the  blood  of  its  victims 
Somewhere  the  city  can’t  suffocate  me 
with  the  smell  of  piss  and  carbon  monoxide 

So  I climb  to  the  rooftop  of  the  highest  building  I can  find 

I sit  on  a ledge  and  look  down  at  the  pit  of  humanity 

High  above  the  glow  of  the  neon  clouds 

I can  hear  the  angels  snoring 

Oblivious  to  the  sounds  of  distant  bullets  and  sirens 

that  crash  around  our  heads 

Not  even  the  angels  can  hear  the  pounding 
of  our  bleeding  hearts 

Maybe  if  I wake  them  their  tears  would  relieve  some  pain 
I feel  alone  having  escaped  from  a doomed  world 
I look  up  and  relate  to  that  lonely  rock  on  the  moon. 

I am  under  a spell  from  its  bright  pale  light 
Tonight  is  a night  of  magic  dreams 
Moonlight  showers  from  this  hole  in  the  sky 
And  I am  bathed  in  a warm  glow 

I can  hear  angels  still  sleeping 

between  breezes  nipping  at  my  ears 

Clouds  whip  and  swirl  across  the  moon 

And  I see  shadow  puppets  dance  on  the  sea  of  tranquility 

Tonight  is  a night  I’ll  let  the  angels  sleep 

Blue  flannel  night  now  gently  rests  on  my  shoulders 
At  this  moment  there  are  only  two  things  in  this  universe 
The  moon  and  I 

And  here  we  sit  side  by  side  like  old  friends. 


The  Enterprise 
Community  Wants  You! 


by  Karen  Zapata 

During  the  next  two  months  the 
future  of  five  Mission  District  programs 
will  be  decided  by  people  like  you  and  me. 
December  will  begin  the  public-review 
process  of  Enterprise  Community- 
funded  programs. 

San  Francisco  received  a $2.95  mil- 
lion dollar  grant  through  a Clinton- 
funded  program  called  the  Enterprise 
Community  Program  (EC  Program). 
The  Mission’s  share  of  this  grant  was 
$740,00.  The  EC  Program  asked  neigh- 
borhoods receiving  this  money  to  iden- 
tify job-development,  job-training,  and 
social-service  programs  that  would  help 
economic  development  The  parameters 
on  the  funds  were  that  all  decisions 
would  be  made  by  members  of  the  com- 
munity. Rather  than  City  Hall  deciding 
on  what  would  be  best  for  the  Mission, 
neighbors,  businesspeople,  and  non- 
profit representatives  got  together  and 
decided  what  needed  to  be  done  to  make 
the  neighborhood  a better  place. 

Six  areas  of  need,  or  "priority  out- 
comes," were  identified:  street  cleaning, 
child  care,  school  retention  to  deal  with 
the  high  drop-out  rate  at  Mission  High, 
stabilizing  the  SRO  hotels  around  16th 
and  Mission,  youth  employment,  and  the 
expansion  of  tourism  to  increase  cash 
flow  to  businesses  in  the  Mission.  These 
priority  outcomes  were  presented,  and 
dozens  of  nonprofit  agencies  or  "Com- 
munity-Based Organizations"  (CBOs) 
proposed  over  70  programs.  These 
programs  were  read  over,  discussed,  and 
evaluated  by  25  people  representing 
neighbors,  businesses  and  CBOs  that 
made  up  the  Mission’s  Neighborhood 
Planning  Body.  The  results  were  6 excit- 
ing programs  listed  below. 

Program  #1:  The  Sunrise  Pressure 
Cleaners  are  a dozen  youth  who  clean  the 
sidewalks  of  the  Mission.  They  are 
responsible  for  all  of  the  outreach  to 
neighborhood  businesses,  and  for  con- 
tracting accounts  for  steam  cleaning  ser- 
vices. Cleaning  happens  before  school, 
and  after-school  they  meet  to  plan  on 
improving  the  business.  The  Sunrise 
Pressure  cleaners  have  an  agreement 
with  Norcal,  San  Francisco’s  waste- 
management  company,  to  consider  these 
youth  for  hiring  when  they  graduate  from 
the  program. 

Program  #2:  The  Mission  Reading 
Clinic  and  other  collaborating  CBOs 
runs  a comprehensive  school-retention 
program  under  the  name  of  Familia 
Adelante.  The  program  operates  in  six 
housing  developments  in  the  Mission. 
One  of  these  sites,  Valencia  Gardens,  on 
15th  and  Valencia,  operates  an  after- 
school program.  Eighty  youth  will  be 
served  through  the  program,  providing 


case  management  services  for  both  the 
youths  and  their  families. 

Program  #3:  Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts 
Center  has  expanded  its  mural  tourism 
program.  The  center  brings  in  tourists 
(and  tourist  dollars)  from  downtown 
locations  and  visit  over  70  murals  in  the 
neighborhood.  The  program  includes 
hiring  youth  docents  and  hiring  youth 
who  restore  Mission  murals.  The  Plan- 
ning Body  also  allocated  funds  to  com- 
plete work  on  the  monumental  Aztec 
moon  goddess  carving  that  has  been 
delayed  years  but  will  eventually  be  on 
public  display  somewhwere  in  the  Mis- 
sion (See  page  10). 

Program  #4:  Mission  Housing 

Development  Corporation  is  working  to 
stabilize  six  SRO  hotels  in  the  Mission. 
These  hotels  are  some  of  the  worst  in  the 
neighborhood,  the  source  of  crime  and 
prostitution.  Housing  codes  and  basic 
laws  pertaining  to  SROs  are  being  en- 
forced, a change  from  the  past. 

Program  #5:  The  Mission  Area 
Federal  Credit  Union  is  making  history 
with  its  youth-run  credit  union.  Twenty- 
five  youth  are  developing  a business  plan 
for  their  credit  union,  which  will  provide 
savings  accounts  and  loans  for  other 
youths. 

Program  #6:  St.  John’s  Educational 
Threshold  Center  is  compiling  data  on 
all  child  care  slots  in  the  Mission.  This 
information  will  be  disseminated  to  the 
public  in  the  upcoming  months. 

About  half  of  the  $740,00  has  been 
distributed;  the  other  half  of  the  funds 
need  to  be  decided  upon.  The  following 
dates  have  been  set  to  include  the  public 
in  review  of  these  programs.  Are  they 
meeting  our  community’s  needs?  If  so, 
the  other  half  of  the  funds  will  continue 
their  successful  efforts.  If  not,  we  as  a 
neighborhood  need  to  decide  on  where 
that  money  will  best  be  spent.  All  meet- 
ings are  open  to  the  public. 

Review  of  the  Sunrise  Pressure 
Cleaners:  Monday,  December  10,  4:00 
p.m.,  at  the  Columbia  Park  Boys  and 
Girls  Club,  450  Guerrero. 

Review  of  Familia  Adelente:  Tues- 
day, December  11,  3:00  p.m.,  at  Mission 
Reading  Clinic,  474  Valencia. 

Review  of  Precita  Eyes  Tourism  Pro- 
gram: Tuesday,  December  11, 10  a.m.,  at 
Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts  Center,  348 
Precita. 

Review  of  the  Mission  Housing 
Development  Corporation’s  hotel 
stabilization  program:  Call  Robin 

Snydermann  at  864-6432. 

Review  of  the  Mission  Area  Federal 
Credit  Union’s  youth  credit  union:  Call 
Scott  at  the  Credit  Union,  255-7229. 

The  sixth  program,  regarding  child 
care,  will  not  be  eligible  for  funding  in  the 
second  cycle. 
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Poetry  submissions  should  be  sent  to  Barbara  Bennet  c/o  New  Mission  News  777  Valencia 
Street  San  Francisco,  Ca  94110 


Special  on  2-Piece 

Curtains  Bedspreads 

$095  *19* 

Comforter  Set 

Starts  at  Low  Price 
$3495 

Towels 
2 for 


2487  Mission  St. 

(btwn  20th  & 2 1 st) 


Fashion  Print 
Blankets 

Twin  or  Full 

$6.95 


Comforters 

Prices  Start  at  51  9^ 

POWER  RANGER  • BARNEY 
LION  KING  • MICKEY  MOUSE 


(415) 

821-4241 


FRIDA'S 
PIZZA 

2823  MISSION  ST. 
ORDERS:  920-0899 


PASTA  AND  PRAWNS: 


FRESH  ROCK  PRAWNS.  SAUTEED 
WITH  GARUC  AND  ONION.  WITH 
TOMATO-BASIL  MAR1NARA  SAUCE. 
VCGATABLES  AND  PASTA  $5.50 


THREE  TOPPING 

20  INCH  DIAMETER 

<MASSIVE> 
PIZZA:  $9.99™ 


COUPON 

EXP  1/15 


PESTO  PIZZAS  WITH  SPINACH, 
BASE-.  OMONS.  AND  PANELA 
CHEESE  LASAGNA  C«CKEN 
[AMD  EGGPLANT  PARMAGIANAl 
[SALADS  AMD  DAILY  SPECIALS 


LIMIT  ONE  PER  ORDER  - TAX  NOT  INCLUDED 


Underage.  Sting  Operation  

Minors  Have  Easy 
Access  To  Alcohol 


by  Adam  Savetsky 

It  is  a commonly  held  belief  these 
days  that  there  are  too  many  liquor  stores 
in  urban,  working-class  neighborhoods 
in  California.  The  California  Alcoholic 
Beverage  Control  (ABC)  has  set  a stand- 
ard of  one  liquor  store  per  2,500  people. 
However,  San  Francisco  already  has  one 
liquor  store  for  every  665  people  — 
roughly  four  times  as  many  stores  as  is 
deemed  acceptable  and  the  Mission  Dis- 
trict has  one  of  the  highest  rates  in  the 
state. 

To  counter  this  statistic  there  is  a 
moratorium  on  new  liquor  licenses 
granted  in  the  Mission,  and  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Police  Department  is  thinking  of 
new  ways  to  close  existing  problem  ones 
down.  All  year  long  the  Police  Depart- 
ment, in  conjunction  with  the  ABC,  has 
been  running  an  underage  decoy  sting 
program  throughout  the  city,  with  a 
heavy  emphasis  on  the  Mission. 

Officer  Jim  Ludlow  recently  told  the 
New  Mission  News  that  out  of  the  523 
liquor  stores  hit  so  far  during  the  citywide 
operation,  approximately  one-third  were 
cited  for  selling  liquor  to  a minor.  In  the 
Mission  that  percentage  jumped  up  con- 
siderably. "Almost  everyone  sold  to 
minors  in  the  Mission,"  Ludlow  said. 
"Competition  is  fierce.  They’re  selling 
porno  videos  and  magazines;  anything  it 


takes  to  make  extra  money." 

One  merchant  who  disagrees  with 
Ludlow’s  assessment  is  G.  Kristos,  owner 
of  the  Decamere  Market  at  Valencia  and 
21st  Streets.  Kristos,  was  cited  for  selling 
beer  to  a minor  and  subsequently  opted 
to  close  down  for  10  days  rather  than  pay 
a stiff  fine.  He  believes  he  was  set  up. 

According  to  Kristos,  a young  man 
entered  his  store  on  the  evening  of 
August  27  to  buy  a can  of  beer.  When 
Kristos  asked  to  see  his  ID,  the  man 
produced  a drivers  license  stating  he  was 
21,  and  bought  the  beer.  Five  seconds 
later,  three  police  officers  entered  the 
store  to  arrest  him  for  selling  beer  to  a 
minor.  Kristos  told  them  that  the  man 
had  a legal  ID,  but  the  officers  said  he  was 
only  17. 

Kristos  asked  to  see  the  ID,  and  one 
of  the  officers  held  it  up,  with  his  fingers 
covering  the  majority  of  it.  According  to 
Kristos,  the  conversation  went  like  this: 
"Is  this  the  ID,"  the  officer  asked. 

"Sir,  I cannot  see  it  from  there.  Could 
you  bring  it  here?" 

"No.  The  decoy  doesn’t  lie.  He’s  a 
police  agent." 

The  officers  searched  the  store  and 
the  storeroom,  and  issued  Kristos  a tick- 
et. ABC  gave  him  a choice  between  clos- 
ing down  for  10  days  or  paying  a fine  of 
$700  to  $3000,  to  be  determined  later. 
The  ABC  also  required  him  to  attend  a 
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a three  hour  of  ID-training  class.  Kristos 
is  consulting  an  attorney. 

"Believe  me:  I’m  not  here  to  make 
money  by  selling  beer  to  kids,"  he  said. 
"I’ve  got  kids  myself." 

Ludlow  is  somewhat  less  than  sym- 
pathetic. "We  give  classes  to  aid  them  in 
spotting  fake  IDs.  But  no  one  from  the 
problem  places  ever  shows  up.  It’s  usual- 
ly people  from  the  Castro  District  who 
show  up.  ABC  should  require  the  classes 
in  order  just  to  get  a license." 

Ludlow  also  explained  that  the  police 
weren’t  allowed  to  show  the  ID  to  the 
accused  once  he  had  been  arrested,  due 
to  evidence  laws.  But,  he  said,  the  decoy 


and  his  ID  will  be  present  at  the  hearing. 
"We’ve  got  strict  guidelines  about  the 
decoy.  The  kid’s  gotta  look  youthful:  no 
facial  hair  at  all.” 

Ludlow  believes  that  police  could 
shut  down  half  the  liquor  stores  in  the 
Mission  and  the  neighborhood  would 
still  be  oversaturated.  "We  might  start 
revoking  health  permits  to  stores  that 
sell  to  minors  or  drunks  on  the  grounds 
that  [the  stores]  endanger  [the  minors’] 
health,"  he  said.  "But  these  measures  run 
into  problems  in  court" 

The  News  will  publish  the  final  results 
of  the  underage  sting  operation  next 
month. 


The  Bad  Bar  Report 


The  Diamond  Club  has  been  closed  down.  Photo  by  Arthur  Hudson 


by  Victor  Miller 

In  our  April  1996  issue  we  publish- 
ed Mission  Police  station  list  of  the 
Mission’s  ten  worst  bars  and  liquor 
stores.  Constant  pressure  on  the  top  two 
on  the  list,  Doc’s  Clock  on  Mission  near 
22nd  and  the  Diamond  Tavern  at  24th 
and  Hanision,  has  finally  yielded  some 
results.  The  Mission  Neighborhood 
Centers,  owner  of  the  building  in  which 
the  Diamond  Tavern  was  located,  evicted 
their  problem  tenant  last  month.  Rebec- 
ca Aced  of  Mission  Neighborhood 
Centers  told  the  News,  "MNC  will  face 
financial  hardship  as  a result  of  the  loss 
of  rental  income,  however  it  is  our  posi- 
tion that  this  business,  which  created  a 
nuisance  and  posed  a safety  hazard  to  our 
community,  required  eviction."  Neigh- 
bors adjacent  to  the  Diamond  feel  MNC, 
which  operates  Headstart  and  senior 
citizen  programs,  made  the  right  decision 
and  eliminated  a center  of  violence  and 
drug  dealing. 

The  landlord  for  the  Mission’s  num- 
ber one  problem  bar,  Doc’s  Clock,  has 
not  demonstrated  quite  the  same  level  of 
community  responsibility.  Ben  Winter, 
who  has  extensive  holdings  in  the  Mis- 
sion and  is  the  owner  of  Golden  Bear 
Sportswear,  has  along  with  the 
proprietors  of  Doc’s  Clock  had  to  be  sued 
by  the  City  Attorney  for  operating  a 
public  nuisance.  Winter  tried  unsuccess- 
fully to  prevent  the  Mission  Merchants 
Association  from  writing  a letter  in  sup- 
port of  the  suit.  Winter  also  tried  an  end 
run  around  Deputy  City  Attorney  Karen 
Carrera  by  demanding  a face  to  face 
meeting  with  her  boss  City  Attorney 
Louise  Renne. 

Winter,  who  reportedly  gets  a hefty 
$3500  a month  rent  from  the  bar, 


managed  to  keep  Doc’s  Clock  open  by  a 
whisker  but  will  have  to  meet  what  he 
may  find  onerous  conditions  as  laid  down 
by  Superior  Court  Judge  William  Cahill. 
These  include  inspecting  the  property  on 
a monthly  basis,  improving  interior  and 
exterior  lighting  and  hiring  a security 
guard.  Winter,  who  has  been  a landlord 
for  decades,  will  also  have  to  attend  and 
successfully  complete  a property 
management  training  program  and  be- 
come a member  of  the  local  merchants 
association,  the  one  which  endorsed  the 
suit  against  him.  Cahill’s  order  also  re- 
quires Doc’s  Clock  must  post  81/2"  by  1 1" 
bilingual  signs  prohibiting  drug  dealing. ( 
one  local  wag  pointed  out  that  a larger 
sign  could  have  included  prohibitions 
against  beatings,  stabbings,  shootings, 
robbery,  murder  and  mayhem.)  Any 
violation  of  the  court  order  will  get  Doc’s 
closed  down  for  good.  Given  the  46  ar- 
rests at  Doc’s  since  October  1993  a viola- 
tion of  some  sort  will  probably  not  be 
long  in  coming. 

Two  Mission  bars  that  did  not  make 
the  top  ten  list  may  make  the  cut  next 
year.  On  November  20  at  the  El  Mariachi 
Bar,  on  Mission  near  Chavez,  police  ar- 
rested bartender  Jose  Torres  for  sale  of 
six  ounces  of  heroin. 

In  a related  case  bartender  Antonio 
Oseguera  of  La  Terraza  Bar  at  3475  Mis- 
sion was  arrested  for  repeated  sales  of 
large  amounts  of  heroin.  Oseguera  may 
have  inadvertently  called  attention  to 
himself  by  adopting  the  nickname  "Tony 
Montano"  the  name  of  the  drug  kingpin 
played  by  A1  Pacino  in  the  movie  "Scar- 
face".  Both  cases  are  part  of  an  ongoing 
investigation  by  the  State  Bureau  of  Nar- 
cotics Enforcement  centering  on  drug 
operations  run  out  of  San  Francisco  bars. 
More  arrests  are  expected  shortly. 


A No  Booze  Policy 


According  to  Ibrahim  Bitar,  manager 
of  the  Mission  and  23rd  Street 
Walgreens,  the  store  has  not  sold  hard 
liquor,  beer,  or  wine  since  April  19%. 
Bitar  says  the  resultant  loss  of  revenue  is 
minor  compared  to  the  benefits  that 
come  with  decreased  public  drinking  and 


drunkenness.  Bitar  sees  a big  improve- 
ment in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
store  and  says  that  the  store  and  the  sur- 
rounding community  have  all  benefited 
from  Walgreens’  decision.  The  store  is 
still  making  a profit.  Big  benefit  for  a 
small  price. 
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Willie  Walk 


On  the  evening  of  Friday,  Nov.  8, 
Mayor  Brown  kept  his  word  and  took 
part  in  a neighborhood  walk  on  24th 
Street  in  the  Mission.  The  walk  started  at 
the  mini-park  near  York.  It  was  very 
dark,  a fact  the  walk’s  organizers  duly 
impressed  upon  the  mayor,  just  in  case  it 
may  have  escapted  his  attention. 

The  mayor  was  preceded  by  an  "ad- 
vance walker,"  who  achieved  the  task  of 
walking  backwards  most  of  the  way,  and 
by  a community  liaison.  The  mayor  led 
TV  crews,  reporters,  uniformed  cops, 


local  merchants,  borrachos,  recyclers, 
professional  grant-catchers,  take-back- 
the-night  types,  and  wide-eyed  children 
through  the  perils  of  the  night,  first  head- 
ing west  on  24th  Street,  then  turning 
north  onto  Shotwell,  all  the  while  field- 
ing questions,  offering  advice,  and  listen- 
ing attentively.  Afterward  everyone 
milled  around  appreciatively  before 
saying  their  goodbyes.  The  mayor  got 
into  his  limo,  and  departed. 

Angel  Allen 


Bernal  Dwelling 

There  is  finally  some  good  news  for 
residents  and  neighbors  of  the  Bernal 
Dwellings  projects:  the  federal  Housing 
and  Urban  Development  authorities 
have  relented  on  their  plan  for  immedi- 
ate demolition  of  the  North  Beach 
projects,  a demolition  that  would  have 
severely,  if  not  terminally,  overloaded 
the  Bernal  Dwellings  relocation  process. 

HUD  spokesperson  Ron  Sonenshine 


Old  Navy’s  New 


Mission  residents  who  satisfy  their 
yearnings  for  the  mail  experience  by 
quick,  unannounced  trips  to  Serramonte 
in  Daly  City  will  now  be  able  to_find  that 
elusive  peace  and  tranquility  in  the  rapid- 
ly expanding  Potrero  Center  on  16th 
Street  between  Bryant  and  Potrero 
Streets  (the  former  site  of  the  old  Seals 
Stadium,  for  the  urban  archaeologists 
among  us). 

The  most  recent  establishment  to 
open  there  is  the  Old  Navy  Store,  a mini- 
department  store  in  miniature  with 
"fashion-forward"  clothing  priced  lower 
than  that  of  the  Gap  and  Banana 
Republic. 

Products  include  outerwear,  sleep- 
wear,  shoes,  accessories,  and  such 


Update 

told  the  New  Mission  News  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  Bernal  Dwellings  tenants 
have  now  been  moved;  he  is  optimistic 
that  earlier  forecasts  that  the  projects 
would  be  emptied  by  January  are  on 
schedule. 

Meanwhile,  San  Francisco  Police 
Department  reports  that  the  murder  of 
Ibrihim  Habash  remains  under  investiga- 
tion. 


Store 


products  as  shampoo  and  lotions,  any  ot 
which  may  be  shrinkwrapped  on  a tray  if 
you  so  desire  or  if  your  kids  won’t  leave 
you  alone. 

Decadent  types  accustomed  to  more 
tony  downtown  shops  may  be  a little  dis- 
concerted by  the  fast-moving  staff.  But 
the  trade-off  (there’s  always  one)  is  quick 
service  and  ready  access  to  the  store 
managers,  of  which  shoppers  take  full 
advantage. 

Return  policies  are  prominently 
posted  at  the  entrance  in  a way  that  in- 
vites imitation  by  competitors.  Open 
seven  days  a week,  Mon.-Sat.,  9:30  a.m.- 
9:30  p.m.;  Sun.,  10  a.m.-6  p.m.  1-800- 
OLD-NAVY  or  255-6814. 


Attack  Cuba  for  Christmas 


In  this  season  of  good  cheer,  there’s 
nothing  like  sitting  down  to  the  keyboard 
and  blowing  the  bejabbers  out  of  a bunch 
of  Cubans. 

ParSoft  Interactive,  a Texas-based 
software  company,  is  the  manufacturer  of 
the  computer  flight  simulator  game  A-10 
Cuba  that  offers  you  this  Yuletide 
pleasure.  A-10  Cuba’s  ad  is  featured  in 
the  latest  issue  MacWorld  magazine. 

Earlier  this  year,  after  outcry  over  the 
game,  led  by  the  international  activist 
organization  Global  Exchange,  Mac- 
world agreed  not  to  accept  anymore  A- 10 
Cuba  promotions,  but  Christmas  time  is 
here  again  - and  so  is  A-10  Cuba. 

"Those  #o@!*  guerrillas  are  at  it 
again.  This  time  they’ve  invaded  Cuba," 
the  ad  states,  but  the  accompanying  il- 
lustration is  of  a bloody  cigar.  So  who’s 
getting  zapped  here:  exile  groups,  Castro 
loyalists,  or  both? 


"It’s  a disgusting  ad  - period,"  said 
Global  Exchange’s  public  education 
director  Kevin  Danaher.  "There  are 
Americans  with  friends  and  relatives  in 
Cuba.  What  kind  of  a message  does  this 
send  to  them?  What  kind  of  message 
does  it  send  to  the  people  of  Cuba?  If  the 
game  were,  ’A-10  Israel,’  would  Mac- 
world advertise  it?" 

He  wasn’t  the  only  one.  "We  find  it 
offensive  that  you  have  this  game  where 
you  fly  over  Cuba  and  blow  up  hospitals 
and  schools,"  added  Tony  Newman  also 
of  Global  Exchange. 

So  far,  none  of  the  hyper-violent  com- 
puter combat  games  have  anything  like 
an  international  war  crimes  tribunal 
function,  probably  because  this  might 
add  a too-sobering  real  world  aspect  to 
the  happy  land  of  cyber-slaughter. 

Global  Exchange  plans  further  public 
protests  of  both  the  ad  and  the  game. 
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Bus  and  Bike  Folks  Meet, 
Keep  Their  Cools 


by  Kurt  Bier 

Tuesday,  November  12,  the  San 
Francisco  Bicycle  Coalition  (SFBC) 
sponsored  a forum  with  drivers  and  offi- 
cials from  Muni  and  BART,  and  with  the 
Department  of  Parking  and  Traffic 
(DPT)  to  discuss  the  sometimes  strained 
relationship  between  cyclists  and  Muni. 
The  two-hour  meeting  covered  a wide 
variety  of  topics,  including  right-of-way, 
the  San  Francisco  Bicycle  Plan,  bike 
racks,  and  bike  lanes. 

SFBC  head  Dave  Snyder  chaired  the 
forum,  whose  mood  ranged  from  conten- 
tious to  conciliatory.  The  first  topic 
broached  was  cyclists’  access  to  buses.  To 
the  applause  of  the  biking  community, 
Muni  has  approved  a new  program  to  put 
bike  racks  on  short  buses.  This  means 
racks  will  be  put  on  every  Mission  bus 
route  except  the  14  Mission. 

The  attendees  also  discussed  whether 
cyclists  whose  bikes  break  down  will  be 
allowed  on  buses.  As  it  stands  now,  in- 
dividual drivers  decide  whether  to  allow 
people  with  broken  bikes  onto  buses 
(Snyder  said  the  drivers  almost  always  do 
allow  them).  SFBC  urged  Muni  to  adopt 
a policy  that  would  require  such  al- 
lowance, so  that  cyclists  would  not  be 
subject  to  the  vagaries  of  individual 
drivers’  personalities.  Muni  is  consider- 
ing the  request. 

The  second,  noisier  half  of  the  forum 


dealt  with  a more  divisive  topic:  the  often 
uncourt  eo  us  interactions  between 

cyclists  and  bus  drivers.  Oralee  Smith, 
who  represented  bus  drivers,  found  her- 
self on  the  hot  seat  before  a generally 
unsympathetic  crowd. 

"Drivers  are  violent,"  a young  man 
said.  "One  honked  at  me  and  followed  me 
down  the  road  with  door  open  yelling  at 
me."  A bike  messenger  poked  her  finger 
at  Smith.  "I’ve  had  friends  attacked  by 
drivers  with  brass  knuckles,"  she  said. 

Smith  tried  to  maintain  civility,  ex- 
plaining in  lay  terms  the  ins  and  outs  of 
driving  a bus.  Muni  representative  and 
cyclist  Dan  Reson  brought  up  the  ques- 
tion of  what  bikers  should  do  when  buses 
begin  moving  to  the  right  to  pick  up  pas- 
sengers at  a bus  stop.  "The  right-side 
squeeze  play,"  as  he  termed  it,  is  a reoc- 
curring problem.  Smith  responded:  "We 
have  a blind  spot  there,  so  it’s  hard  for  us 
to  see,  and  we’ve  got  to  protect  people 
getting  off  the  bus." 

"Buses  pull  away  from  stops  real  fast, 
without  looking,"  said  one  man. 

"I  agree  with  you  there,"  Smith  said. 
"We  should  be  putting  out  a signal  when 
we  pull  out."  She  and  the  man  smiled  at 
each  other,  and  a giddy  warmth  spread 
through  the  crowd.  Smith  then  declared: 
"I  must  go  now;  I have  a bowling  league 
to  go  to."  On  her  way  out,  she  invited 
Snyder  and  cyclists  to  come  talk  to 
drivers  on  their  turf.  "There  goes  the  star 
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of  the  show,"  Snyder  said  as  Smith 
departed. 

For  his  part,  Snyder  made  his  opinion 
known  in  a leaflet  found  on  a table  by  the 
door.  In  it  he  writes,  "Normally,  I don’t 
have  any  trouble  with  Muni  buses."  As  he 
moderated  the  next  part  of  the  discus- 
sion, he  pointed  out  that  cars  are  the 
main  enemies  to  cyclists,  a statement  that 
made  many  heads  nod  in  agreement. 

The  remainder  of  the  forum  dealt 
with  questions  directed  to  Reson  and  to 
Duncan  Watry,  who  represented  Muni 
and  the  DPT.  Asked  whether  Market 
Street  will  ever  become  strictly  a transit 
mall,  Reson  and  Watry  were  supportive 
but  noncommittal.  "We’d  love  it  if  it  were 
only  BARTs  and  bikes  on  Market,"  said 
Watry.  Reson  added:  "A  carefree 

Market;  a carefree  Muni." 

The  meeting  wrapped  up  with 
Snyder’s  announcement  that  future 
SFBC  meetings  will  be  topical  and  local, 
traveling  from  neighborhood  to  neigh- 
borhood. In  an  interview  with  the  New 
Mission  News,  Snyder  addressed  the  par- 
ticular concerns  of  Mission  residents. 


Fortunately,  many  of  these  concerns  find 
a voice  in  the  San  Francisco  Bicycle  Plan, 
which  is  inching  its  way  toward  approval 
by  the  Parking  and  Traffic  Commission 
and  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  proposal 
in  the  plan  is  to  put  a bike  lane  on  Valen- 
cia Street  either  by  removing  one  lane  of 
traffic  or  by  making  the  lanes  smaller. 
Unfortunately,  this  idea  finds  few  sup- 
porters among  city  planners,  who  see 
Valencia  Street  as  a vital  and  necessary 
car  traffic  corridor.  Another  idea  is  to 
turn  Shotwell  Street  into  a bicycle 
boulevard,  making  it  a straight  shot  for 
bikers.  Bicycle  parking  is  another  big 
issue,  although  according  to  Snyder  it  is 
a bigger  problem  in  other  neighborhoods 
than  it  is  in  the  Mission,  where  some 
merchants  provide  such  parking. 

It  is  both  an  asset  and  an  obstacle  to 
the  SFBC’s  plans  for  a bike-friendly  city 
that  bicycle  issues  are  primarily  political. 
While  traditional  roadblocks  to  com- 
munity improvements,  such  as  funding, 
do  not  pose  as  big  a problem,  fighting  a 
powerful  car-commuter  lobby  does. 


Free  Wheeling  Opinion 

The  Bike  Lane  Betrayal 


by  Mary  "Cross-Country"  Brown 

Every  day  I ride  my  much-loved 
beater  bike  down  Valencia  Street,  and 
every  day  I try  not  to  get  doored  or  run 
over  by  busy  people  in  very  heavy  cars. 

Valencia  desperately  needs  bike 
lanes.  Even  though  it’s  pretty  scary  to 
ride  on,  hundreds  of  cyclists  do  so  every 
day  because  it’s  a convenient  corridor 
and  close  to  many  stores  in  our  neighbor- 
hood. Valencia  is  changing  rapidly,  and  it 
has  the  potential  to  be  a calm,  bike- 
friendly,  neighborhood-oriented  street. 
It  doesn’t  have  to  be  a high-speed 
thoroughfare  catering  to  automobiles. 

A few  weeks  ago  a proposal  by  the  San 
Francisco  Bicycle  Coalition  to  install 
bike  lanes  on  Valencia  by  removing  one 
care  lane  was  rejected  by  the  Department 
of  Parking  and  Traffic  because  of  the 
traffic  congestion  that  could  result.  But 
it’s  not  bicycles  that  cause  congestion; 
cars  cause  congestion!  A sensible  way  to 
decrease  traffic  is  to  promote  cycling  by 
providing  safe  bike  lanes. 

DPT  is  currently  working  on  a project 
to  upgrade  the  traffic  lights  and  widen  the 
right  lanes  by  two  and  a half  feet  in  each 
direction  by  removing  the  center  median. 
This  is  being  done  so  that  cyclists  will 
have  a little  more  space,  though  the  extra 
space  is  not  enough  to  paint  a bike  land 
and  it  will  disappear  at  the  intersections 
where  the  median  will  be  preserved  as  a 
pedestrian  safety  island. 

These  "improvements"  actually  make 
it  more  dangerous  for  cyclists.  With  the 
new  highway-style  traffic  lights  and  the 
extra  width,  traffic  on  Valencia  will  in- 
crease in  volume,  and  it  will  go  even 
faster.  The  small  bit  of  extra  "bike  space" 


will  disappear  at  every  intersection 
where  cyclists  and  cars  have  to  swerve 
right  around  the  pedestrian  islands.  Ad- 
ding insult  to  injury,  this  project  is  paid 
for  by  a city  fund  dedicated  to  improving 
conditions  for  cyclists. 

The  current  "improvement"  plans  for 
Valencia  Street  place  car  convenience 
above  cycling  safety.  We  must  act  now  to 
get  bike  lanes  before  Valencia  traffic  be- 
comes more  like  that  on  Guerrero. 

A better  plan  would  be  to  eliminate 
one  through-traffic  lane  in  each  direc- 
tion, adding  left  turn  pockets  and  install- 
ing bike  lanes.  The  center  median  could 
be  landscaped  and  preserved  for 
pedestrian  safety.  In  short,  nobody’s 
safety  has  to  be  sacrificed.  A calmed 
Valencia  Street  would  only  contribute  to 
a more  pleasant  pedestrian  and  business 
environment. 

There  is  still  funding  available  to  in- 
stall bike  lanes  now,  before  the  car  lanes 
called  for  in  the  original  plan  are 
restriped.  Call  DPT  Executive  Director 
John  Newlin  and  request  immediate 
public  hearings  to  discuss  the  future  of 
Valencia  StreeL  Drop  him  a letter,  too, 
at  DPT,  25  Van  Ness,  Suite  345,  S.F. 
94102.  While  you’re  at  it,  call  the  San 
Francisco  Bicycle  Coalition  at  431 -BIKE 
if  you  want  to  help. 

A lot  of  cyclists  are  committed  to 
reducing  automobile  traffic  and  pollu- 
tion by  using  bikes  as  a primary  mode  of 
transportation.  Many  more  folks  would 
commute  by  bike  if  there  were  safer 
streets  for  cycling.  We  need  to  design  safe 
bike  lanes  to  encourage  alternative 
transportation.  Every  bike  on  the  road 
means  one  less  car. 


TENANT 

LAWYER 

Eviction  Defense 
Rent  Increases 
Wrongful  Eviction 
Rent  Board  Petitions 
Lease  Disputes 

i 

Free  Initial  Phone  Consultation 
Reasonable  Rates 

Weekend  and  Evening  Appointments 

(415)437-2643 

Richard  Hurlburt 
Attorney  At  Law 

503  Dolores  Street,  Suite  205,  at  18th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(by  appointment) 


i.Q.'s 

Checked  At 
Door 


EXHIBITS  BY  LOCAL  ARTISTS 


Full  Bar 

Espresso,  Cappuccino 
Anchor  Steam  on  Draught 

A Gathering  Place  For  the  Creative  People 
Ol  Bohemia  By  the  Bay  Since  The  Forties 

Open  Every  Day 

of  the  Year  6am-2am 

255  Columbus  Avenue 

(At  Jack  Kcouac  Alley) 
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Mission  District 

Calendar 


SUNDAY 

Works  in  Progress  Screenings  - Here's  a 
chance  to  show  pieces  not  yet  complete  but 
you  need  a critique!  Anyone  who  brings  a tape 
or  a reel  will  have  a chance  to  show  and  tell. 
7pm,  ATA,  992  Valencia  St.,  Free,  824-3890. 


Composed  by 

Kurt  Bier/Brian  Doohan 
Design  by  Navarrete-Alazan 


Dancers'  Group  Studio  Theater,  3221  22nd  St., 
$8,  824-5044,  Program  1 Dec  5-7,  Program  2 
Dec  12-14. 

Queers  for  Cuba  - Send  them  off  to  Castro 
(not  the  street,  the  bearded  guy)  with  a party  at 
El  Rio,  3158  Mission.  They'll  be  bringing  sup- 
plies including  books,  safe  sex  paraphrenalia 
and  drag  wear  to  replace  sequins  and  boas 
wafted  away  by  Hurricane  Lily.  8 PM,  $5-20 
donation,  995-4678. 


TUESDAY 

Pet  Cemetery  - Dr.  Betty  Carmack  will  moder- 
ate a free  Pet  Loss  Support  Group  for  grieving 
pet  owners.  7:30pm,  SFSPCA,  2500  16th  St., 
Free,  554-3000 

Women’s  Work  - An  ongoing  series  fea- 
turing live  performances  of  dance,  theater, 
music,  poetry  and  multi-media.  Artistic  Di- 
rector Mary  Alice  Fry,  brings  together  a di- 
verse group  of  women  each  Tuesday  night. 
8pm,  Venue  9,  252  9th  St.,  $6-510,  626- 
2169. 

Try  Smoking  - It  can  improve  your  memory 
100%  - just  one  opinion.  Otherwise  attend  this 
class  on  memory  enhancement  and  find  out 
how  memory  changes  as  we  (they)  get  older. 
2pm,  St.  Luke's  Hospital  Library,  Free,  821  - 
3627. 


WEDNESDAY 

Knit  Knack  - A free  10  week  fashion  design 
class  for  Latino  gay  & bisexual  men.  Proyecto 
ContraSIDA  por  vida,  2973  16th  St.,  for  infor- 
mation call  Roberto  Coto  at  575-1547. 


FRIDAY 

Rush  Liberalism  - A benefit  for  Radio  X,  SF’s 
bilingual  free  radio.  Protests  against  the  IMF 
and  World  Bank,  street  actions,  and  the 
Zapatistas  round  out  the  bill.  8pm,  ATA,  992 
Valencia  St.,  $5,  824-3890. 

Speak  of  the  Devil  - The  Columbia  Park  Boys 
& Girls  Club  holds  its  annual  winter  clothing 
sale  - bargains  galore.  Perfect  Christmas  Shop- 
ping - all  proceeds  go  to  a great  cause  Dec  6- 
7,  9am-Noon,  Columbia  Park  Boys  & Girls 
Club,  450  Guerrero  Street,  861-8232 
CAWS  for  Action  - Hear  Joe  Flexer,  long-time 
Canadian  Auto  Worker  Union  militant,  and  or- 
ganizer of  the  Canadian  “Days  of  Action"  gen- 
eral strikes  that  shut  down  five  Ontario  cities. 
7:30pm,  Socialist  Action  Bookstore,  3425  Cesar 
Chavez  St.,  $1  50-$3,  821  -0458. 

La  Pastorela  - Or  Nativity  play  is  a cultural 
tradition  for  Latinos  around  the  world.  In  it, 
Mexican  vaudeville  vignettes,  popular  songs, 
Chnstmas  carols,  and  poetry  of  the  Golden  Age 
are  interwoven  nad  result  in  a new  Nativity  ex- 
perience for  the  entire  family.  8pm  Dec  6 & 7, 
2pm  &5pm  Dec  8,  Victoria  Theater,  2961  16th 
St.,  $15  adults/$5  children,  393-8003. 


THURSDAY 

Following  Leeds  - Hear  Cynthia  Lamb  dis- 
cuss her  book  Bngid's  Charge,  a fictionalized 
account  of  the  legend  of  the  Jersey  Devil.  Set 
in  the  1700's,  Deborah  Leeds,  Lamb’s  great 
something,  finds  healing  to  be  harmful  when 
the  man  finds  you  inexplicable.  7:30pm,  Mod- 
em Times  Bookstore,  888  Valencia  Street,  Free, 
282-9246 

Pins  and  Needles  - Intersection  for  the  Arts, 
San  Francisco's  oldest  alternative  arts  organi- 
zation, is  premiering  its  first  annual  interdisci- 
plinary performance  and  multi-media  gallery  on 
tattoo.  Be  warned  - permanence,  identity,  and 
recontexualizing  ahead.  6pm,  Intersection  for 
the  Arts,  446  Valencia  St.,  $9-$12m  626-2787. 

Locals  Only  - Two  programs  feature  local  cho- 
reographers showcasing  their  best  and  bravest 
in  a uniquely  open  forum.  8pm,  Dancers  Group, 


SATURDAY 

The  Motionarium  - A walk-through  dance  per- 
formance installation  exploring  the  motion  sci- 
ence of  photographic  pioneer  Edward 
Muybridge  and  the  magical  world  of  children's 
author  Roald  Dahl  (author  of  “James  and  the 
Giant  Peach").  On  Site  Dance  Company  cre- 
ates a “performance  funhouse  where  science 
and  art  meet  on  equal  terms".  Tickets  $8- 
$12.50,  continuing  through  15th  (call  863-9834 
for  times  and  reservations)  at  ODC,  3153  17th 
(at  Shotwell). 

Bach  Off,  Boogaloo  - Alan  Lewis,  organist, 
gives  the  master  a spin  at  a free  concert,  5 PM 
at  the  Episcopal  Church  of  St.  John,  1661  15th. 
Reception  and  carol  singing  follow..  861-1436. 


The  Newest  Mission  District  Landmark! 


Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food" 

Mexican  Beer  and  Wine 


508  Valencia  St.  @ 1 6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 


Craftswomen  Celebrated  - 280  culturally  di- 
verse women,  their  work  and  a holiday  craft 
fair  to  benefit  the  SF  Women's  Bldg.  See  what 
you  can  find  to  meet  your  season's  gift  burden 
from  10  a.m.  to  6 pm,  the  weekends  of  Dec.  7- 
8 and  Dec.  14-15  at  Fori  Mason  Center's  Herbst 
Pavillion.  Free  parking  & childcare!  361-0700. 

Calligraphy  Workshop  - Just  in  time  for  the 
holiday  greeting  card  season,  two  day-long 
workshops  10  AM  to  5 PM  (also  8th)  are  of- 
fered by  Arun  Bhojani  at  International  Develop- 
ment Exchange.  $20  (benefits  Third  World 
community  development)  at  827  Valencia,  call 
824-8384  for  reservations  and  materials  require- 
ments. 

Funky  Samba  Night  - Capoeira  performance 
and  samba  dancing  at  The  Cell,  2050  Bryant 
to  raise  money  for  the  Brazilian  Cultural 
Academy1  s new  floor  to  replace  the  one  worn 
out  by  all  of  that  commotion.  7:30  PM.  $5,  for 
further  info  contact  Marcia  Cigarra  at  384-6196. 
You  Don’t  Look  Mexican  - Solo  performance 
by  Julie  Padilla  at  Phoenix  Theatre,  301  8th  at 
Folsom.  $8-14,  call  267-4895  for  times  and 
reservations. 
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SUNDAY 

Winter  Celebration  House  - a costumed  dance 
performance  of  Telemann's  Suite  in  C Major,  a 
medley  of  Turkish  delights  and  more  at  Com- 
munity Music  Center,  544  Capp  Street  Free! 
4 PM,  647-6015. 

Where  Legends  Meet  - Open  for  mural  dedi- 
cation and  art  and  photography  exhibit  by  kids 
at  the  San  Francisco  Boys  and  Girls’  Club.  Ev- 
erything but  the  mural  is  for  sale.  Refreshments 
served.  3 PM  at  the  Atlas  Cafe  (20th  and  Ala- 
bama). 

Magnificat  - Organists  George  Becker  and 
Charles  Worth  celebrate  the  restoration  of  the 
century  old  pipe  organ  at  Mission  Presbyterian 
with  the  Community  Music  Center  orchestra  and 
church  choir.  3 PM  at  23rd  and  Capp,  dona- 
tion requested  for  restoration  fund,  call  386- 
6544  or  647-8295. 


io 


TUESDAY  o C'i 

Escandalo1  - A community  forum  on  sexuality 
and  spirituality  for  Latin  gays,  lesbians  and 
transsexuals  sponsored  by  Proyecto 
ContraSIDA  por  VIDA  (PCPV)  at  2973 16th  near 
Mission.  6:30  PM,  call  864-7278. 

Tuesday  Night  Readings  - Justin  Chin,  Ma- 
laysian performance  artist  and  author  of  “At- 
tack of  the  Man-Eating  Lotus  Blossoms"  and 
“And  Judas  Boogied  Until  His  Slippers  Wept” 
and  David  Mills,  wrestler  with  queer  visibility 
and  performer  of  “Serious  Coffee"  at  Intersec- 
tion, 446  Valencia.  8 PM,  $3-5,  626-2787. 

Free  Puppetry  Workshop  for  Kids  - Make 
marionettes  or  Willie  Brown  appointed  supervi- 
sors at  New  College,  749  Valencia.  4 PM, 
241—1302  X 889  Monkey  Says:  “We're  mak- 
ing puppets  and  using  them  in  a puppet  show. 
Won't  you  join  us?" 
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WEDNESDAY 

Mission  High  School  Creative  Writers  - 

Winnie  Wong,  Walter  Sanchez,  Jaimie  Sunga 
and  Hoang  Nguyen  speak  the  real  deal  at  Mod- 
em Times,  888  Valencia.  7:30  PM,  Free,  282- 
9246. 

Brown  Brothers  - Rap  group  for  gay  African 
American  and  Latino  men  of  color  ages  15-25 
sponsored  by  Proyecto  ContraSIDA  por  VIDA 
(PCPV)  at  2973  16th  near  Mission.  6:30  PM, 
call  864-7278.  ^ 

THURSDAY  ■ 

Impure  Science  - Steven  Epstein  reads  from 
his  landmark  history  of  AIDS  research  and  treat- 
ment at  Modem  Times,  888  Valencia.  7:30 
AM,  Free,  282-9246. 

Shanti  Benefit  - To  support  services  for  people 
with  AIDS  and  their  loved  ones  at  El  Rio,  3158 
Mission  Dance  the  night  away  to  House  and 
Latin  music  provided  by  DJ  Clay.  $5,  282- 
3325 

FLIQ  - Queer  videos  and  voices  that  probe, 
probingly  at  ATA,  992  Valencia.  Sponsored  by 
Q Action  (the  young  men's  program  of  the  Stop 
AIDS  Project)  it's  Free,  starts  at  7 PM  (824- 
3890). 
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FRIDAY 

Squat  This!  - Videos  from  San  Francisco  and 
Berlin  in  a benefit  for  Homes  Not  Jails  and 
Radio  X at  ATA,  992  Valencia.  8 PM,  $5, 824- 
3890. 

Concert  With  Conversation  - Violinist  Pamela 
Frank  and  pianist  Claude  Frank  for  free  at  Com- 
munity Music  Center,  544  Capp  Street.  5:30 
PM,  647-6015. 

Creativity  Explored  & Sold  - Benefit  sale  for 
visual  arts  center  for  disabled  adults,  featuring 
work  of  over  70  artists,  some  nationally  exhib- 
ited such  as  Vincent  Jackson,  Cam  Quach  and 
Douglas  Sheran,  as  well  as  emerging  artists 
Jose  Nunez,  Barbara  Mclver  and  Ernesto  Sosa. 
All  works  will  be  very  affordable  at  the  Open 
House  Sale,  6 to  9 p.m.  at  3245  16th  St., 
(Dolores  & Guerrero).  More  info:  863-2108. 
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SATURDAY 

What  Would  Christmas  Be  Without..  - A visit 
from  Santa  Claus,  caroling  and  “Amahl  and  the 
Night  Visitors"  performed  by  the  Ina  Chalis  Op- 
era Ensemble?  It's  free  refreshments  too! 
Community  Music  Center,  544  Capp  Street. 
11:30  AM,  647-6015.  Then,  at  8 PM,  CMC 
present  pianist  Lauren  Cony  and  Noriko  Kishi 
playing  Schumann,  Debussy,  Barber  and 
Beethoven. 

!Tang  CD  release  party  (remember  record 
release  parties!)  for  the  “anarchist  correct  rip 
hop"  of  this  9 member  group  at  Elbo  Room, 
647  Valencia  Closed  press  party  and  video 
screening  at  8:30  for  us  like,  overlord  types, 


LUSCi  o US  Lu  CV ' g 

* c e cream  cafe 


Lucy’s  Lunchbox 
Soups 
Quiches 

Spinach  Lasagna 
Black  Bean  Tart 
Tex  Mex  Pasta  Salad. 


French  Pastries 
NY  Cheesecakes 
Brownies 
Ice  Cream 
Vegan  Cakes 
Low  A Non  Fat... 


1109  Valencia  St  comer  of  22nd  824-7659  lucy.peapod.com 
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then  doors  open  to  general  public  at  10  PM. 
“Contagious  raucousness"  is  promisedl 

Isabel  of  the  Desert  - artists'  trunk  show 
music,  film  and  surpnses,  trinkets  to  treasures 
at  Dogtown  on  Cortland.  . they're  so  cool  they 
don’t  need  to  say  where  except  that  it’s  “in  the 
heart  of  Bernal",  you  can  call  648-8579  if  you're 
lost  (or  maybe  just  wander  around  and  see 
what  happens).  10  AM  to  5 PM,  also  15th. 

Celebration  of  the  Day  Before  - At  SFCC’s 
ECO  center,  open  house  and  potluck  topping 
off  the  1996  session  of  Youth  In  Action's  dig- 
ging and  gigging.  1050  South  Van  Ness,  1 :30 
PM,  920-7182 
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SUNDAY 

Not  Cypress  Hill  - But  Cypress  String  Quartet 
with  violinists  Tom  Stone  and  Cecily  Ward,  vio- 
linist, Paul  Wakabayishi,  viola  and  Jennifer 
Kloetzel  on  cello  at  Community  Music  Center, 
544  Capp  Street  7 PM,  647-6015. 

The  Crooked  Jades  - Bluegrass  and  old  timey 
music  at  Radio  Valencia,  1199  Valencia.  7 
PM,  no  cover,  826-1199  . . 
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TUESDAY 

Jazz  Weasels  - Weasel  into  the  Elbo  Roo^ 
647  Valencia.  10  PM,  $3,  552-7788 
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WEDNESDAY 

Honking  Birds  - The  Elbo  Room  (see  address 
above)  presents  a special  Christmas  show  with 
John  Birdsong's  Kaleidophone,  a 20-piece  hom 
band  for  $4  at  10  PM.  ^ 
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FRIDAY 

Slanted  Vision  - Gay  Asian  sexuality  explored 
and  exposed  through  gay  pom  videos,  kung  fu 
movies  and  TV  cooking  shows  by  Ming-Yuen 
S.  Ma  at  ATA,  992  Valencia  8 PM.  $5.  824- 
3890 


HAZAHEZ 

RESTAURANT 


O ''O/LED0'^ 

/>  kV 

Sp  E 

3083  16th  STREET 

BETWEEN  MISSION  & VALENCIA 

TEL  62 1 -4 1 89 

OPEN 

11  TO  11  WEEKDAYS 
11  TO  12  WEEKENDS 

SANDWICHES 

Your  choice  of  Lavash  or  Pita  Bread 

1.  FALAFEL  $3.25 

Fresh  Falafel  served  with  Hummus.Tahinl  Sauce 
and  Tomato. 

2.SUPER  FALAFEL  $3.50 

Fresh  Falafel  served  with  Hummus.  Broiled 
EidPlant.  Tomato.  Garlic  and  Yoeurt  Sauce. 

3.  SHAWERMA  $4.50 

Marinated  Lamb  or  Beet  Grilled  Slowly  on  an 
upridht  spit.  Tomato.  Red  Onion.  Tahinl  Sauce. 

4.  CHICKEN  SHAWERMA  $4.50 
Boneless  Chicken  Strips  Marinated  in  Lemon.  Garlic 
and  Spices.  Broiled  Tomato.Onion  and  Yocurl 
Garlic  Sauce. 


ask  for  our  spicy  ho  t 

HARIS  A SAUCE 


Graffiti  Eradication  - With  Gabnela  Espinoza 
of  Sup.  Leal’s  office.  Meet  at  Mission  Library, 
24th  and  Mission,  ready  to  rumble  at  10  AM 
554-6926. 

Death  of  an  Angel  - Dance/theatre  perfor- 
mance by  Moving  Out  with  Beat  Rettenmund 
and  Beatriz  Restrepo.  “Never  before  in  human 
history  has  beauty  been  so  constantly  raped 
by  the  operating  rules  of  society  than  right  here 
and  right  now  in  the  face  of  this  greedy  smile 
with  shiny  teeth  that  grins  at  us  daily  from  the 
very  moment  we  wake  up"  (probably  not  for 
small  children).  6 PM  at  Balazo  Gallery,  2811 
Mission  at  24th,  $15,  920-0897 
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SATURDAY 

Hear  No  Evil  - Fifty  First  Monkey  jazzes  up 
Radio  Valencia  for  peanuts  ($3  cover).  1199 
Valencia,  7:30  PM,  826-1199. 


SUNDAY 

Dark  Disciplines  - On  the  8th  theJWere  billed 
as  a rock  band,  tonight  as  folkers  The  Dark 
Hollow  Bluegrass  Band  will  perplex  and  enter- 
tain at  Radio  Valencia.  1199  Valencia,  7 PM, 
no  cover,  826-1199. 


MON.-  THURSDAY 

See  Special  Christmas  Section  on  Page  5 
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FRIDAY 

Paste’s  Up  - Chanteuse  Dottie  Paste  teams 
up  with  Radio  Valencia's  house  band  the  Blue 
Room  Boys.  7 PM,  1199  Valencia  no  cover, 
826-1199 


SATURDAY  j/F  jjj) 

101  Dalmatians  - And  pit  bulfs,  Pomeranians, 


FREE  DELIVERY 

WITHIN  35  MINUTES  OR 
PICKUP  IN  15  MINUTES 

821-4600 

3392  24TH  ST.; 

(AT  VALENCIA  STREET) 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94110 

695-9200 

1681  CHURCH  ST. 

(CORNER  OF  29TH  STREET) 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94131 

Come  and  enjoy  our  dining  room 
open  7 days  a week. 

HOURS 

1 1AM  - 1 1PM  Sunday  through 
Thursday  11AM  - midnight 
Friday/Saturday 

$3  OFF  $2  OFF  $1  OFF 

X-LARCE  LARGE  MEDIUM 
Minimum  3 Toppings 

Not  valid  with  side  orders  Please  mention  coupon  when 
ordering  Oilers  cannot  be  combined 

Valid  anytime. 


Dachshunds  all  those  sorts  dealt  with  at  Bob 
Gutierrez’s  “Dog  Behavior  Class  at  the  SPCA. 
3 PM  at  2500  16th,  call  554-3073  to  register 
Aztec  Universe  - Opening  reception  for  ce- 
ramics and  fantastic  folk  art  from  Mexico  pre- 
sented by  Angeles  Amabilis  and  Eva  Davila  at 
Balazo  Gallery,  281 1 Mission.  6 PM.  920-0897 


SUNDAY 

You  Lookin’  (Down)  at  Me?  - Hobbit,  from  the 
streets  of  New  York  (hence  probably  a tough 
little  munchkm)  rocks  Radio  Valencia,  1199 
Valencia.  7 PM,  no  cover.  826-1199 
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TUESDAY 

Urs  does  Urbes  - The  Community  Music  Cen- 
ter Orchestra  with  Urs  Leonhardt  Steiner,  con- 
ductor, performs  “Urbes"  by  the  Mexican  com- 
poser Pazos,  Beethoven’s  Ninth  and  more  at 
the  First  Congregational  Church,  495  Post  at 
Mason.  10  PM  (also  New  Years'  Dav  at  4 
PM),  $10,  647-6015 

on 


ONGOING 

Volunteers  Help  animals  by  socializing  cats, 
walking  the  dog  and  other  tasks  at  SPCA. 
orientation  5 PM  December  7th,  but  if  you’re 
interested  and  can’t  make  it  call  554-3087  for 
future  opportunities.  SHANTI  is  always  looking 
for  volunteers  to  help  people  with  AIDS,  a spe- 
cial training  for  Latinos  takes  place  December 
14th  and  15th,  call  864-2273.  Ongoing  SHANTI 
projects  including  a wiring  class  for  people  with 
HIV/AIDS  Tuesdays  at  10  AM,  art  classes  at 
the  same  time,  and  video  nights  on  Wednes- 
days. “Green  the  City,  a project  of  the  San 
Francisco  League  of  Urban  Gardeners  aka 
SLUG  is  looking  for  a few  green  thumbs  to 
learn  about  training  communities  to  reduce  pes- 
ticide use  Training  starts  in  February  and  ap- 
plications are  due  January  15th,  call  285-SLUG 

Galleries  Paintings  by  Terry  Hoff  and  concrete 
lawn  pets  by  Charlie  Castaneda  and  Brody 
Reiman  continue  at  Four  Walls,  31 60- A Six- 
teenth at  Albion,  hours  are  Wednesdays  through 
Saturdays  12  to  6 PM  (626-8515).  The  ever 


popular  Precita  Eyes  Mural  Tours  will  be  held 
Saturdays  at  1:30,  $1-4,  meet  at  348  Precita 
near  Folsom,  Info  and  group  reservations  at 
285-2287  And  it’s  worth  a trip  down  to  the 
Cartoon  Art  Museum,  814  Mission  (at  4th)  for 
the  sublimely  creepy  ‘Gorey  World"  defining 
both  ambience  and  nomenclature  of  artist  Ed- 
ward G.  (all  month) 

Games  Manifest  every  Wednesday  at  Muddy's 
Coffeehouse,  1304  Valencia  By  games,  they 
mean  Hearts,  Spades.  Scrabble  cards  and 
boards,  not  Mortal  Kombat  (except  during  tnple 
word  Scrabble  dictionary  disputes).  7 30,  free 
(although  you  may  find  yourself  at  a disadvan- 
tage without  caffeine),  679-3680 

Sights  Damn  them  all  for  moving  most  shows 
to  the  Art  Institute  in  North  Beach  or  Moscone 
Center  for  the  Arts  but  good  stuff  can  be  found 
at  Cinematheque  this  month  including  queer 
ironic  and  punk  films  and  tributes  to  Zora  Neale 
Hurston  and  Yasujiro  Ozu  call  558-8129  if 
you  can't  find  a calendar  The  Second  Annual 
Bay  Area  Multicultural  Film  and  Video  Festival 
presents  eight  programs,  Dec.  12th  through  15th 
at  the  Center  for  the  Arts  at  Yerba  Buena  Gar- 
dens, 3rd  and  Mission.  Call  978-2787  for  pro- 
gram and  information. 

Soundz  Many  suave  dudes  and  dolls  at 
Bruno's,  2389  Mission  (550-7455  for  the  par- 
ticulars) Sleezy  rock  and  Monday  “spoken 
word"  with  Bucky  Sinister  at  Chameleon,  853 
Valencia  (821-1891)  Cuban  food,  music  and 
cigars  Sundays  at  4 PM  at  the  woman-owned 
Jelly’s,  Pier  50  (where  4th  Street  meets  3rd, 
495-3099)  Action  Plus  (with  Joe  Gore,  need 
say  more?),  3rd  at  Elbo  Room,  Valencia  and 
17th  (552-7788).  Roadrunning  guy  Jonathan 
Richman  ($12  cheap,  522-0333)  6th  at  Slims, 
11th  and  Hamson.  Cash  Hollow  13th  at  Tip 
Top  Inn,  3001  Mission  (824-6486)  Big  Brother 
and  the  Holding  Company  (unfortunately  with- 
out Janis,  still  dead,  but  Jerry's  Kids  fill  in)  7th, 
Patsy  Cline  X-Mas  Show  20th  at  Transmission, 
11th  and  Folsom  (861-6906). 

Stage  - Those  Five  Lesbian  Brothers  blast  off 
in  Brides  of  the  Moon...  everything  but  the  Zsa 
Zsa  at  Theater  Rhino,  2926  Sixteenth  through 
the  15th.  $12-20,  861-5079.  Now  What?  im- 
provisations and  word  jazz  by  A Traveling  Jew- 
ish Theatre  thnj  21st  at  2800  Mariposa,  399- 
1809 
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Dolores  PARK 


The  Next  Fayes 

A Neighborhood  Market 
offering  Specialty  Groceries, 
a Coffee  Bar 
and  Now...  Food. 
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Barriers 


by  Adam  Savetsky 

Enterprise  for  High  School  Stu- 
dents is  a nonprofit  organization 
designed  to  provide  job-seeking  skills 
and  services  to  students  who  live  or  go  to 
school  in  San  Francisco.  Founded  in 
1969  as  a job-referral  agency  for  students. 
Enterprise,  along  with  the  five  other 
neighborhood  organizations,  came 
together  in  1993  to  form  the  Greater 
Mission  Consortium  (GMC).  The 
Mayor’s  Office  of  Children,  Youth  and 
Their  Families  has  given  GMC  a grant  to 
provide  services  to  the  often  overlooked 
southern  districts  of  the  city.  The 
Enterprise’s  aims  to  ensure  that  high 
school  students  in  the  Mission,  Hunters 
Point,  Bernal  Heights,  Excelsior,  and 
Precita  Valley  have  just  as  much  oppor- 
tunity to  work  as  do  kids  in  other  parts  of 
the  city. 

According  to  job  developer  Christine 
Meuris,  she  and  job  counselor  Aaron 
Horn  provide  a much  needed  point  of 
access  in  the  community,  not  only  for 
students,  but  also  for  employers.  "We’re 
the  missing  link,"  she  said.  "I  was 
surprised  at  how  well-prepared  most  of 
the  kids  are  and  what  good  demeanor 
they  have  when  dealing  with  employers." 
Mueris  feels  that  for  most  of  the  kids  it’s 
just  a matter  of  getting  them  the  right 
leads.  For  students  who  may  not  feel  so 
well  prepared,  Enterprise  offers 
workshops  in  interviewing  and  job  readi- 
ness. 

Job  counselor  Horn  might  have  been 
one  of  those  kids  back  when  he  was  going 


to  Sacred  Heart  High  School.  "I  wasn’t 
the  type  who  was  going  to  jump  through 
any  hoops,"  he  admits.  "I  wasn’t  going  to 
sign  20,000  forms."  But  Enterprise 
managed  to  recruit  him  back  then  by 
making  it  easy  to  get  started,  and  more 
importantly,  by  making  him  feel  wel- 
come. "I  had  a little  of  the  racial  stuff 
going  on  back  then  but  they  broke  down 
those  barriers."  Through  Enterprise, 
Horn  did  a lot  of  odd  jobs  like  cleaning 
backyards  and  moving  furniture.  He  says 
he  thinks  it’s  the  people  he  met  through 
the  program  that  really  made  the  dif- 
ference for  him.  "Counselors,  employers, 
so  many  people  kept  on  calling  me,  want- 
ing to  stay  in  touch,  and  we’re  still  in 
touch." 

As  job  counselor,  Horn  spends  a lot 
of  his  time  at  high  schools  trying  to  get 
kids  to  come  to  his  workshops.  He  and 
Mueris  set  up  tables  in  cafeterias  and  give 
talks  in  classrooms  and  assemblies.  Kids 
might  be  cynical  at  first,  Horn  says,  but 
he  and  Mueris  try  to  win  them  over  by 
being  encouraging,  consistent,  and  al- 
ways positive.  After  talking  with  a stu- 
dent at  a high  school,  Horn  will  call  him 
or  her  on  the  phone  and  invite  them 
down  to  an  orientation  and  job-readiness 
workshop.  If  they’re  too  nervous  or  they 
change  their  mind,  he  doesn’t  pressure 
them,  but  he  doesn’t  forget  them  either. 

"There’s  no  secret  formula  to  doing 
this  job,"  he  says.  "You  just  got  to  be  real 
and  have  no  limits  to  how  far  you’ll  go." 

Besides  offering  over  3,500  year- 
round,  after-school,  or  summer  jobs, 
Enterprise  offers  Apprenticeship/Inter- 


nship  programs  in  which  a student 
"shadows"  a professional  for  seven  weeks. 
There  is  also  a career-mentoring  pro- 
gram that  provides  mentors  for  students 
who  lack  good  role  models. 

Enterprise  relies  heavily  on  volun- 
teers who  serve  on  the  board  of  directors, 
act  as  mentors,  and  serve  as  advisors  in 
the  internship  program.  Mueris  spends 
much  of  her  time  drumming  up  support 
at  neighborhood  merchant  associations, 
in  the  downtown  business  community, 
and  throughout  the  city.  She’s  usually 
heartened  by  the  responses  she  gets. 


"Part  of  our  mission  is  fostering  and 
encouraging  independence  amongst  the 
youth.  I let  [employers]  know  what  great 
kids  we  have  and  I provide  the  initial 
contact.  The  kids  do  the  rest,  and  that 
includes  negotiating  their  own  hours  and 
pay  rate  if  need  be.  They  use  our  service 
as  if  we  were  an  adult  resource  center." 

If  you’re  looking  for  help  in  your  busi- 
ness or  around  the  house,  if  you’ve  got 
some  time  to  volunteer,  or  if  you  know  a 
student  who  might  be  interested,  contact 
Enterprise  at  896-0909,  450  Mission, 
Suite  408,  San  Francisco,  94105. 


EYE  $29  . $25 OFF 

EXAM  ® V Eye  glasses  or 

complete  ' Contact  Lenses 

(Includes  Glaucoma  and  Calaract  Tests)  Wf/lffi M'"7  Present  flf  fjme  Qf  orderjng 

Dr.  Purewal  (Optometrist)  648-2777 

3130  - 24th  Street  (Between  Shotwell  & Folsom) 

BEST  VALUE  IN  THE  MISSION 

You  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 

2440  Mission  St.  285-9900  t - 

V Open  Monday  - Saturday  9 - 5 tT 

Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  Peter  V.  Rengstorlf,  D.D.S. 

Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H. 

0^  0 0p^  | . 

XO%  - 50%  OFF!! 


Futon  Sofa 
Includes  Matress 


Only 

s149" 


FREE  LAMP! 

Buy  1 lamp  get 
the  2nd  lamp  free! 


2558  Mission 
between  21st  & 22nd 
642-0792 


MATTRESS  SETS 

from  $0099 


Boxspring  Included 


GIANT  VALUE 
FURNITURE 

and  Mattress  Outlet 
2 S.F.  Locations 
7 Days  • 10am-6:30pm 


Bedroom  Set  5 pieces,  Only 
Chest  not  included  s599" 

• Royal  Comfort  Supreme  Mattress 


$50°°  OFF! 

Buy  any  sofa  & loveseat, 
sofabed,  bedroom  set  or 
mattress  set  over  $399.99 


3030  16th  St. 
& Valencia 
565-6718 


\N 7 A I ^ °ld  ph<>tos,  Ephemera, 
T4  Postcards,  Vintage  Pulp, 
Sheet  Music,  Comics  & 
Underground  Comix 

Wayne  Holder 


(m 

v 

USED  BOOKS 

AND  RECORDS 

BUY  OR  TRADE 


3686  20*  Street  (at  Guerrero) 

San  Francisco.  CA  941 10  (415)  648-0957 


Hours  4 to  9 Daily 


BIUNGUAl  TYPESETTING  • AO  DESIGN  . LOGOS  • CAROS  . FLYERS  • BROCHURES 

z 

l 

o 

8 

■k  ■ EDRORIAL 


TRANSLATIONS  for  PUBLICATION 
GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
BIUNGUAL 
EDITORIAL 
SERVICES 


8 


(415) 

ALAZAN  GRAPHICS  • Leila  Mansur  824-7421 


ACADEMIC  RESEARCH  • PROOFREADING  • INTERVIEW  TRANSCRIPTION  IN  ENG/SPAN 


1*^1 

\PCSEI) 

i ■ E 

photographic  services 

• 2 

Custom  Block  & White  Photoflnlshlng 

- - 

425  SOUTH  VAN  NESS  SAN  FRANCISCO  CA  94  1 03 

(415)487  9996  FAX (41  6) 487-9997 

by  Paula  Tejada 

What’s  in  a name? 

I remember  leasing  a group  of 
Chileans  in  Chile  by  telling  them  that 
they  were  Hispanics.  They  looked  at  me, 
perplexed,  not  knowing  what  1 was  talk- 
ing about.  I told  them,  "In  the  U.S.,  you 
are  not  a Chilean,  you  are  a Hispanic." 
Back  in  New  York,  I argued  with  a 
Dominican,  "Why  should  we  (Latins]  ac- 
cept a label  most  likely  made  up  by  the 
IRS  or  INS  that  is  not  our  own?  What’s 
more,  it  bunches  us  all  as  one  people 
when  we  are  very  different  from  one 
country  to  the  next.  The  Dominican  ar- 
gued, "You  should  be  proud  that  we  are 
called  Hispanics.  It  gives  us  an  identity, 
we  are  somebody  here,  this  is  good." 

I suppose  he  had  a point,  but  he  didn’t 
convince  me,  and  I didn’t  convince  him 
either.  "Hispanic"  is  just  not  in  my 
vocabulary,  although  it  has  been  com- 
pletely adopted  by  the  mainstream  Latin 
American  press  and  "Latinos"  in  general. 
I suppose  the  main  reason  for  my  not 
adopting  it  is  that  I find  the  word  totally 
unpoetic.  The  only  time  I use  it  is  when 
filling  out  documents  that  ask  for  eth- 
nicity, although  "Other"  is  the  category 
I’m  always  most  tempted  to  check.  I was 
bom  in  NYC,  raised  on  and  off  between 
New  York  and  Chile.  Let  them  figure  it 
out. 

Understanding  both  cultures  well, 
Latin  American  and  North  American, 
I’ve  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  no  two 


cultures  could  be  more  different.  What’s 
perfectly  natural  in  Latin  America  can 
(and  will)  land  you  in  jail  here.  The  only 
general  statement  I can  make  about  both 
cultures  is  something  a wise  black  woman 
in  New  York  told  me  when  I complained 
to  her  about  the  hardships  of  life.  She  had 
an  understanding  of  life  that  no  univer- 
sity can  give  you  (she  was  the  cashier  and 
I the  waitress).  She’d  say,  "You’ve  got  to 
take  the  bad  with  the  good."  That’s  true 
here  in  the  states  and  everywhere  else. 
C’est  la  vie! 

As  much  as  minorities  are  made  to 
feel  like  second-class  citizens  here  in  the 
U.S.,  in  Chile  every  snob  wants  to  drop 
an  English  word  here  and  there. 

English  is  fashionable,  chic,  and 
economically  sound.  All  products  are 
labeled  in  both  languages,  ready  for  ex- 
port to  the  market  of  all  markets.  What 
amazes  me  is  how  the  Spanish-speaking 
market  has  grown  in  this  country,  almost 
overnight,  to  the  extent  that  People  is 
publishing  a Spanish  version  of  the 
magazine.  Seeing  a billboard  ad  for  a 
People  in  Spanish  struck  me  as  weird 
even  though  I am  perfectly  aware  that  the 
Spanish-speaking  market  is  most  sought- 
after.  Sponsors  that  publicize  their 
products  and  services  in  Spanish  net- 
works have  the  advantage  of  reaching 
almost  everyone  on  this  American  con- 
tinent: North  and  South,  as  well  as  the 
Caribbean.  That’s  a lot  of  people.  I do 
have  a problem  though,  with  the  badly 
written  Spanish  in  everything  from 
government  documents  to  tabloids  to  ad- 
vertising. A friend  was  telling  me  that  his 


Quality  Fast  Service 
at  Low,  Low  Prices 


Bendix 


BRAKES 

Special  from 

S4795 


Front  or  rear 
Pods  & shoes 
Guaranteed  for  life! 

1 . Free  brake  inspection 

2.  Install  new  Bendix  pads 
or  heavy  duty  shoes* 

3.  Repack  wheel  bearings 

4.  Anti-squeak  treatment 

5.  Road  Test 

* Bendix  Brakes  with  lifetime 


guarantee 


CLUTCH 

Special  from 

$171 95 

Call  for  your  quote. 

Guaranteea 

3 yr., 20,000  miles  on  parts 

1 yr.,  12,000  miles  on  labor 

• Front  wheel  drive  included 

• New  factory  parts  for 
imports  and  most 
domestics  (not  rebuilt) 

• Free  lifetime  service 
adjustment 

1 . Pressure  Plate 

2.  Clutch  Disc 

3.  Throw  out  Bearing 

4.  Pilot  Bearing 


Discount  Brake  & Clutch 


740  Valencia  Street  (between  18th  and  19th)  • 
431-3500  M-F  7:30  - 7:00  • SAT  8:00  - 6:00 

Must  present  ad  when  service  order  is  written.  Call  for  warranty  details.  ’Most  cars  and  light  trucks. 'Metal lie 
pads  extra.  Sometimes  additional  parts  and  labor  may  be  required  to  complete  the  repair  properly  Coat  may  be 
substantial.  We  provide  the  highest  quality  service  at  the  lowest  possible  price. 


SMOG  INSPECTION 


$15 


95  7 

for  ccrt 


Plus  we  will  beat  any 
advertised  price  lower  the 
ours  by  $2.00 


FREE  RETEST  WHILE-U-WAIT 
W HB\J_WORK_l  ID  ONE_HER  E_ 1 

LUBE,  OIL&  FILTER  “1 

AOC  • Up  to  5 quarts  I 

* | • Replace  Oil  Filter  1 


Check  Vital  Fluid  Levels 


TUNE  UP 

s37.99, 


& SERVICE 

47.95  6 cyl. 

57.95  8 cyl. 


1 


Smog  Stop 

4199  Mission  St. 
334-7664 

3 Blocks  from  Silver 
M-F  8-6:30  & 8-5 


Discount  Smoq  & 
Lube 

3300  Army  Street 
647-7665 

Olympic  Gas  at  S.  Van  Ness 
M-F  8-6:30  & SAT  8-5 
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daughter  was  doing  very  well  in  school 
and  that  she  was  going  to  be  placed  in  a 
bilingual  program.  He  preferred  that  his 
daughter  continue  in  a regular  school 
program  and  that  she  get  a Spanish  lan- 
guage education  at  home  because  the  one 
that  is  part  of  the  school  curriculum  is 
not  up  to  par.  This  is  very  ironic  after  all 
that  fighting  for  bilingual  education.  I’m 
always  saying  that  any  issue  that  becomes 
a major  distraction  is  meant  to  be  just 
that:  a distraction  from  the  real  issues.  I 
skipped  a lot  between  schools  here  in  the 
U.S.  and  Chile.  I never  understood  either 
the  metric  system  or  the  other  one. 

The  Mission  is  now  a multicultural 
neighborhood.  All  the  power  to  it.  This 
could  be  the  factor  that  makes  this  dis- 
trict the  exception  to  the  bleak  reality  of 
welfare  cuts  and  a bad  economy.  We  have 
something  money  can’t  buy.  We  are  be- 
coming known  for  our  cultural  diversity 
and  our  concentration  of  artists,  gal- 
leries, and  theaters  and  we  should  sup- 
port them. 

Mi  Vida  Tambien  Vale 

On  Friday,  November  8th  I visited 
Artists’  Television  Access  at  21st  and 
Valencia  for  the  first  time.  I had  been 
curious  about  ATA  for  a long  time.  I 
found  out  what  a great  place  it  was  for 
those  interested  in  creative  media 
projects.  If  you  can’t  afford  to  rent  the 
equipment,  you  can  pay  for  it  through 
volunteer  work.  Classes  are  very  affor- 
dable, and  a Spanish  editing  and  produc- 
tion class  has  been  added  to  the  schedule. 
(Hey!  You  could  even  learn  production 
and  Spanish  in  one  shot.) 

The  show  I saw  there  was  curated  by 
Molly  Hankwitz  (writer  and  New  Mission 
News  contributor);  it  was  called  "Art  of 
Our  Own."  It  included  a number  of  Mis- 
sion artists  who  collaborated  on  a four- 
teen-part "Photonovela  on  AIDS."  Let 
me  clarify  what  a photonovela  is.  They 
were  quite  popular  in  the  ’50s.  It’s  like  a 
comic  book,  but  instead  of  drawings  a 
series  of  photographs  it  follows  a soap- 
opera  type  script.  This  photonovela,  Mi 
Vida  Tambien  Vale , ("Living  The  Life"is 
the  English  title)  was  produced,  written, 
and  directed  by  Elizabeth  Milos.  (Milos 
is  also  a Mission-New  Yorker-Chilean. 
Surprise!  Another  one!)  It  was  shot  here 
in  the  Mission.  The  script  is  bilingual  and 


deals  with  real  issues  concerning 
women’s  lives,  the  drug  scene,  teenagers, 
and  so  on.  It  taps  into  the  realities  of  men 
and  women  in  a way  not  commonly  seen 
in  public-health  brochures.  A reality  of 
many  women:  they  know  their  husbands 
fool  around,  and  they  are  in  love  with  and 
get  turned  on  by  their  men,  but  they  are 
afraid  of  asking  them  to  wear  condoms 
for  fear  that  the  men  would  accuse  them 
of  fooling  around. 

One  of  the  main  characters  is  played 
by  Norita  Gonzalez,  who  is  from  Colom- 
bia and  is  the  founder  of  Mascaritas  Pup- 
pet Theater.  She  preformed  at  the  ATA 
event. 

Toni  Hafter,  the  photographer  for 
the  photonovela  (and  also  the  producer 
of  "Making  Waves")  was  not  at  ATA  be- 
cause she  was  in  Spain  shooting  a 
documentary  on  the  commemoration  of 
the  Abraham  Lincoln  Brigade.  North 
Americans  from  all  over  the  country 
were  invited  to  Spain  to  honor  them  for 
their  work  fighting  the  fascists  during  the 
Spanish  Civil  War. 

Richard  Talavera  was  at  ATA  and 
read  one  of  his  original  short  stories. 
Talavera  writes,  directs,  and  acts  at 
Teatro  Esperanza,  located  in  the  Red 
Stone  Building  at  Capp  and  16th.  He 
plays  Eugenio  in  the  photonovela  and 
has  some  pretty  steamy  scenes.  Not  your 
typical  brochure  material.  Also  that 
night,  actor  and  script  consultant  Cheri 
Cochran  read  a great  poem  called  "The 
Hour."  Elizabeth  Milos  read  a short  story 
called  "El  Altar  and  Other  Defenses. 

As  the  evening  progressed,  different 
artists  felt  inspired  to  read  their  original 
work.  It  was  unusual  to  be  surrounded  by 
so  much  talent.  I asked  Molly  and 
Elizabeth  if  they  would  consider  organiz- 
ing something  similar  again  so  that  it  gets 
better  publicity  and  more  people  could 
get  hip  to  it.  They  said  yes. 

Mi  Vida  Tambien  Vale  was  part  of  the 
media  component  of  a community-level 
HIV  prevention  project  that  was  funded 
by  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  and 
administered  by  the  IRIS  Center,  a Mis- 
sion District  service  agency  for  women. 

Paula  Tejeda  and  her  husband,  Den- 
nis Maxwell  own  Chile  Lindo  Delicates- 
sen, at  16th  and  Capp  Streets. 


Searching  for  the  Bad  Guy 

Most  of  us  know  that  problem-solv- 
ing and  assigning  blame  are  not 
synonymous.  Nonetheless,  it  does  seem 
that,  in  addressing  any  problem,  the 
reflex  is  to  find  a culprit,  someone  to 
blame. 

In  our  neighborhood,  this  tendency  is 
downright  dramatic.  The  first  culprit  is 
often  the  local  government.  How  many 
unpleasant  community  meetings  have 
you  attended  in  which  this  has  happened: 
the  room  was  filled  with  angry  people 
who  live  or  work  in  the  Mission.  They  sat 
in  chairs  that  faced  a panel  of  individuals 
representing  various  city  departments. 
The  discussion  consisted  primarily  of 
complaints,  accusations,  and  demands  on 
one  side,  followed  by  apologies,  defenses, 
and  promises  on  the  other. 

Many  of  you  attended  such  a meeting 
November  12,  regarding  24th  Street  is- 
sues. After  hours  of  discussion  about 
public  safety  and  public  space  improve- 
ments, few  people  left  the  room  with  a 
sense  of  hope,  let  alone  a plan.  I hate  to 
admit  that  I’ve  joined  the  ranks  of  in- 
dividuals who’ve  given  up  on  such  com- 
munity meetings.  I didn’t  go,  but  the 
feedback  I gathered  from  a cross-section 
of  15  or  so  participants  was  unanimously 
grim. 

Setbacks  and  Progress 

Many  years  ago  such  dismal  en- 
counters catalyzed  a mayor’s  task  force 
on  the  Mission.  People  got  tired  of 
watching  their  gripes  and  their  recom- 
mendations walk  out  the  door  with  the 
department  heads.  They  wanted  more  ac- 


countability, attention,  and  empower- 
ment. So  they  asked  the  mayor  to  formal- 
ly endorse  25  or  so  community 
representatives  to  come  together  each 
month,  focus  on  policy  issues,  build  con- 
sensus, and  establish  priorities.  The 
monthly  meetings  were  open  to  the 
public.  More  importantly,  they  had  com- 
mittees, chaired  by  task  force  members, 
that  included  anyone  from  the  neighbor- 
hood who  cared  to  participate. 

When  consensus  was  established  and 
recommendations  were  presented  to  the 
mayor,  the  mayor  would  then  ensure  that 
his  staff  was  responsive.  Funding  was  al- 
located to  this  proposition,  so  that  staff 
accountable  to  the  Task  Force  could  put 
some  time  into  the  follow-up  and 
documentation  necessary  to  keep  up  the 
collective  memory  and  the  pressure. 

But  it  was  a mayor’s  task  force,  not  a 
community  task  force,  and  many  people 
observed  that  this  distinction  is  what 
eventually  caused  the  task  force’s  demise. 
Now  our  neighborhood  has  neither 
force,  but  we  still  have  lots  of  unpleasant 
community  meetings. 

We  so  have  a handful  of  umbrella 
groups  working  to  address  Mission-wide 
issues.  There’s  an  Enterprise  Com- 
munity Planning  Body,  a Community 
Peace  Initiative,  and  the  Mission 
Strategy  Development  Collaborative,  to 
name  a few.  All  seem  to  be  doing  good 
work,  but  none  has  stepped  forward  to 
fulfill  the  role  of  a community  task  force. 
There  is  no  single  place  where  local  resi- 
dents, merchants,  businesses,  nonprofit 
organizations,  and  policy-makers  can  go 
to  hash  things  out  before  reaching  con- 
sensus and  moving  forward. 


Two  Success  Stories 

On  a more  grassroots  level,  some 
neighborhood  groups  have  successfully 
taken  on  such  a role  with  their  con- 
stituencies. The  16th  Street/North  Mis- 
sion Neighborhood  Association,  for 
example,  recently  pulled  off  two  events  in 
which  they  successfully  deployed  an  array 
of  creative  resources  to  address  two 
notoriously  touchy  subjects;  the  troubled 
Single  Room  Occupancy  (SRO)  housing 
stock  and  the  troubled  16th/Mission 
BART  Station. 

On  October  26,  the  SRO  Collabora- 
tive took  the  lead  in  organizing  a Mission 
Tenants  Fair  at  Centro  del  Pueblo.  The 
event  was  in  part  conceived  at  a 16th 
Street/North  Mission  Neighborhood 
Meeting.  While  the  Association  helped 
with  its  funding,  outreach,  and  publicity, 
it  asked  the  new  SRO  collaborative  (the 
Tenants  Union,  St.  Peter’s  Housing 
Committee,  Mission  Housing  Develop- 
ment Corporation,  and  San  Francisco 
SAFE)  to  actually  put  together  an  intel- 
ligent program. 

Tenants  came  from  the  local  hotels 
and  learned  about  their  rights,  their 
responsibilities,  and  the  resources  avail- 
able to  help  them.  The  atmosphere  was 
dignified  and  upbeat,  with  no  angry 
crowds  yelling  at  unaccountable  city  offi- 
cials. There  was  a quick  keynote  address, 
two  workshops,  and  lots  of  literature. 
Representatives  of  the  Department  of 
Building  Inspection,  the  District 
Attorney’s  Office,  and  nearly  a dozen 
local  housing  organizations  shared  infor- 
mation and  advice  with  tenants  about 
how  to  stabilize  their  homes,  both  within 
the  workshops  and  at  the  modest  burrito 
dinner  that  followed.  The  main  feedback 
from  participants  was  the  request  that 
similar  events  take  place  soon. 

As  a result,  several  SRO  tenants  are 
now  engaged  in  a training  program  spon- 
sored by  the  Tenants  Union.  Others  are 
getting  counseling  at  St.  Peter’s.  And  all 


are  getting  invitations  in  the  mail  for  a 
follow-up  mini-fair  and  a Thanksgiving 
meal.  Meanwhile,  Mission  Housing 
Development  Corporation  (MHDC) 
and  San  Francisco  SAFE  are  working 
with  the  landlords  of  these  SROs  to  im- 
prove their  management  policies  in 
order  to  abate  code  violations  and  reduce 
turnover.  The  SRO  Collaborative’s  goal 
is  to  hone  in  on  a handful  of  properties 
each  year  and  stabilize  them  through 
tenant  and  landlord  education,  code  en- 
forcement, community  organizing,  and 
various  kinds  of  technical  assistance  to 
tenant  associations,  individual  tenants, 
and  on-site  management 

On  November  13,  the  16th  Street/ 
North  Mission  Neighborhood  Associa- 
tion cosponsored  another  event,  at  Inter- 
section for  the  Arts,  with  MHDC  and 
Urban  Ecology,  to  get  a better  grip  on 
ways  of  improving  the  local  BART  sta- 
tion. Again,  there  were  no  angry  crowds 
yelling  at  unaccountable  city  officials 
(See  story  on  the  next  page). 

Acting  Like  a Good  Guy 

Just  as  dismal  community  gripe  ses- 
sions alienate  and  discourage  people 
from  problem-solving  in  our  neighbor- 
hood, it  is  equally  clear  that  well-or- 
ganized discussions  do  educate  and 
empower  people  to  participate.  As  the 
saying  goes,  "If  you’re  not  part  of  the 
solution,  then  you’re  part  of  the  prob- 
lem." 

And  then  you’ve  no  one  to  blame  but 
yourself.  In  the  long  run,  the  Mission 
might  benefit  from  the  concept  of  a com- 
munity task  force,  a dependable  forum  in 
which  people  can  come  together,  discuss 
issues  that  concern  them,  reach  some 
consensus  about  how  to  proceed,  and 
then  ...  proceed.  But  for  the  time  being, 
most  of  us  can  just  barely  pull  off  such 
constructive  problem-solving  in  our  own 
homes,  let  alone  our  immediate  neigh- 
borhoods. And  these  are  the  places  to 
start 
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STAY  WARM  TI 

California  law  requires  that  all 
rental  units  have  adequate  heat. 

San  Francisco  law  requires 
that  all  apartments  and  hotels  be 
heated  to  at  least  68  °F 
between  5-11:00  a.m.  and  3-10:00  p.m. 

If  you  are  a PROPERTY  OWNER,  and  your  tenant  does  not  have  adequate 
heat,  you  are  responsible  for  addressing  this  problem  as  soon  as  possible. 

Make  sure  the  heat  is  on  and  pilot  light  is  lit. 

Respond  to  your  tenants'  notification  of  a heating  problem  and  fix  it 
within  48  hours. 

For  further  assistance,  call: 

San  Francisco  Apartment  Association  255-2288. 

If  you  are  a TENANT  living  without  adequate  heat,  inform  your  landlord  in 
writing  of  the  problem,  and  if  you  do  not  receive  a prompt  response,  call: 

The  Housing  Rights  Committee  749-3700  (English  and  Chinese)  or 
The  St.  Peter's  Housing  Committee  487-9203  (se  habla  Espanol). 


MEW  MISSION  NEWS  DECEMBER  19%  PAGE  17 


Community 


Bart  Plaza  Blues 

Rescue  Plan  for  16th  St.  Eyesore 


workshop  entitled  "Reshaping 
16th  and  Mission,"  held  November  13, 
attended  by  about  50  people,  including 
BART  Commissioner-elect  Tom 
Radulovitch,  produced  some  strong 
reaction  to  the  current  sleazy  condition 
of  the  BART  Plaza  at  16th  and  Mission, 
but  also  elicited  some  creative  ideas  for 
humanizing  the  bleak,  sometimes  scary 
intersection. 

The  meeting  was  the  continuation  of 
a process  that  began  in  1995,  when  Mis- 
sion residents,  business  owners  and 
workers  participated  in  workshops 
aimed  at  solving  some  basic  problems 
that  transit  users  faced  along  Mission 
Street. 

As  a result  of  these  meetings,  and 
with  the  help  of  Supervisor  Susan  Leal, 
the  city  received  funds  from  the  federal 
Department  of  Transportation  to  intro- 
duce pedestrian-scale  lighting  along  Mis- 
sion Street  between  16th  and  24th  Streets 
which  is  now  being  installed. 

Last  month’s  workshop  continued 
the  process.  Beginning  with  a slide  show 
by  the  Project  for  Public  Spaces  showing 
the  problems  other  urban  communities 
have  encountered  with  open  public 
spaces,  participants  examined  past  solu- 
tions. They  then  broke  up  into  small 
groups  to  discuss  how  to  deal  with  the 
nastiness  at  16th  and  Mission. 

In  contrast  to  many  public  meetings 
in  the  Mission,  this  one  stayed  focused 
and  actually  produced  a workable  im- 
provement program  that  people  could 
agree  on,  without  degenerating  into  a 
general  gripe  situation. 

Current  Issues  and  Problems 

Issues  of  public  safety  and  urban 
design  dominated  much  of  the  conversa- 
tion. Some  generally  agreed-upon 
problems  with  both  were: 

• activities  such  as  drug  dealing, 
public  drunkenness,  and  selling 


Meeting  Proposes 

Muni  transfers 

metal  bars,  concrete,  and  blank 
walls  that  create  a cold  and  dis- 
orienting landscape  for  people 
exiting  and  entering  the  plazas, 
the  absence  of  alternative,  legal 
activities,  which  worsens  the 
situation  at  night 
seemingly  constant  breakdowns 
of  the  escalators 

adjacent  buildings  with  no 
entrances  or  windows  facing  the 
plazas 

waste  of  space  and  lack  of 
visibility  created  by  the  size  of  the 
"hole"  that  forms  the  entrance 
into  BART 

neglected  planter  boxes 

lack  of  any  place  to  lock  up  or 

store  bicycles 


Proposed  Solutions 

Suggestions  for  immediate  changes 
centered  on  getting  more  positive  ac- 
tivities to  the  plazas.  Many  people 
stressed  the  need  for  the  new  activities  to 
continue  after  dark  and  to  include  the 
areas  at  the  back  of  the  plazas,  near  the 
escalators. 

Two  suggestions  for  activities  at  the 
plazas  that  received  much  support  in- 
cluded new  street  performances  and 
street  vendors  selling  coffee,  flowers, 
magazines  or  food. 

Other  ideas  focused  on  changing  the 
area’s  sterile,  empty  atmosphere.  A num- 
ber of  these  suggestions  aimed  to  connect 
the  plazas  and  stations  to  the  neighbor- 
hood around  them  by  commissioning  and 
installing  local  art  work  such  as  murals  or 
statues,  creating  a map  of  community 
cultural  highlights,  better  information, 
signs,  connections  to  MUNI  buses,  and 
the  return  of  greenery  to  the  plaza. 

Various  proposed  solutions  focusing 
on  human  activities  were:  a increased 
cleaning  schedule,  working  with  groups 
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NATURAL  FOODS  & SPIRITS 

A Mini-Supermarket  Serving 
All  The  Mission's  Diverse  Lifestyles 

We  feature  Natural  Foods  & Spirits 
in  bulk  at  low  prices 
Best  Prices  on  liquor ; beer  and  wine 

Special  Holiday  Spirit  Prices  on  Holiday  Spirits 
All  liquor,  beer  and  wine 
Vitasoy  Rice  Dream 

All  flavors $1.69 

Glass  Bottle  Organic  Milk 
$1.49  plus  deposit 
Odwalla  Juices 
Organic  Eggs 

Natural  American  Spirit  Cigarettes 
$2.75  per  pack 
Marlboro  $ 1 .49  per  pack 

Check  us  out1. 


3101  24th  Street  at  Folsom 
282-9  155  Open  7 to  9 every  day! 
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offering  mural  tours,  better  coordination 
and  more  effective  action  by  the  BART 
police  and  officers  from  Mission  Station, 
cleaning  up  SRO  hotels  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, working  with  local  merchants  to 
keep  stores  open  later,  and  making  the 
area  a day-labor  pick-up  station. 

Longer-term  solutions  included 
eliminating  all  the  metal  bars  and  fencing 
around  the  plaza,  reducing  the  size  of  the 
entrance  openings,  and  installing  a 
transparent  cover  over  the  openings  to 
protect  the  escalators. 

Meanwhile,  there  was  also  a need 
seen  for  getting  property  owners  and 
businesses  surrounding  the  plaza  to  open 
up  buildings  with  new  windows  and 
doors,  getting  new  businesses  for  the  area 
around  the  plaza,  improving  lighting,  and 
installing  an  ATM  within  the  BART  sta- 
tion. 


Where  Do  We  Go  From  Here? 

According  to  Doug  Shoemaker  of 
Mission  Housing  Development  Cor- 
poration, one  of  the  workshop  or- 
ganizers, "Our  goal  is  to  bring  as  many 
people  as  possible  into  the  planning  and 
decision-making  process  so  that  this 
group  can  actually  accomplish  some- 
thing. We  hope  that  by  February  we  can 
have  a larger  workshop  in  which  we  can 
vote  on  priorities  and  identify  people 
who  will  cany  out  each  part  of  an  overall 
plan." 

Following  up  on  her  earlier  initiative, 
Supervisor  Susan  Leal  helped  sponsor 
the  meeting  along  with  the  16th 
Street\North  Mission  Association,  the 
Trust  for  Public  Land  and  Urban  Ecol- 
ogy. For  information  on  future 
workshops  call  Doug  Shoemaker  at  864- 
6432. 
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Computer  Time  Rental 
* Internet  Access 

Software:  QuarkXPress.  Photoshop,  illustrator.  PageMaker.  FrameMaker, 
FileMaker.  FreeHand,  WordScan,  Acrobat.  Streamline.  Words,  works.  Claris. 
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• Flyers 

• Menus 

• Business  Cards 

• Resume 

• Scanning 

• Laser  Prints 

• Labels 

• Binding 

• Laminating 

•Fedex 

• U.P.S 

• Mail  Boxes 

924  Valencia  St.  (Between  20th  & 21st) 

Tel/Fax  (415)  642-0559 

e-mail:  bazaar@aimnet.com 


TAO  YIN  0& 

Chinese  Restaurant 


• Open  7 Days 

• Visa/MasterCard 

• No  M.S.G. 


free  Delivery 
Tel:  285-4926 

Minimum  order  for  delivery  $10.00 


HOURS  Sunday  thru  Thursday:  1 1 :00  A.M.  to  9:30  P.M. 
OPEN:  Friday  thru  Saturday:  1 1 :00  A.M.  - 10:00  PM. 


3515  20th  Street  (Between  Mission  & Valencia) 

San  Francisco,  CA  941  10 


i All  You  Can  Eat  Buffet  $4.35  J 

I Monday  thru  Friday  1 1 a.m.  to  3 p.m.  I 
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Column 

by  Willie  L.  Brown  Jr. 

We’ll  Always  Have  Paris: 

Mission  Accomplished  in 
France 


Shortly  after  the  November  elec- 
tions I undertook  a foreign  trade  mission 
of  utmost  importance  to  the  economy 
and  culture  of  San  Francisco  - a mission 
that  turned  out  to  be  extremely  produc- 
tive for  our  city. 

The  San  Francisco  Goodwill  and 
Trade  Mission  to  Paris  brought  some  70 
prominent  San  Franciscans  to  the 
French  capital  to  launch  an  ongoing  ex- 
change between  the  two  cities,  and  it 
resulted  in  a busy  week  of  encounters 
with  government  officials,  business 
leaders,  medical  experts,  and  multimedia 
pioneers. 

The  Paris  trip  was  highlighted  by  an 
announcement  by  the  person  who  dis- 
covered the  AIDS  virus  that  hfe  would 
open  his  first  American  research  center 
in  San  Francisco.  Professor  Luc  Montag- 
nier,  after  meeting  with  me  and  a number 
of  San  Francisco-based  medical  experts, 
decided  San  Francisco  would  be  the  per- 
fect place  to  locate  the  first  and  only 
North  American  branch  of  his  World 
Foundation  for  AIDS,  which  combines 
research  activities  with  patient  treatment 
in  the  same  location. 

The  San  Francisco  World  Founda- 
tion for  AIDS  will  be  a part  of  a 
worldwide  network  of  research  and  treat- 
ment centers  currently  being  set  up  on 
each  continent.  Currently  there  are 
centers  in  Paris  and  the  Ivory  Coast. 
Montagnier  plans  to  extend  the  network 
to  eastern  Europe,  and  Asia. 

Our  success  in  convincing  Professor 
Montagnier  to  set  up  shop  in  San  Fran- 
cisco alone  would  have  made  the  Paris 
mission  worthwhile,  but  it  was  far  from 


our  only  victory  in  France. 

Delegation  members  and  I were  able 
to  establish  important  scientific  and  cul- 
tural exchanges  between  San  Francisco’s 
Exploratorium,  our  ballet,  and  our  film 
festival  and  their  Parisian  counterparts. 

The  Exploratorium  will  share  scien- 
tific expertise  with  the  National  Science 
Center  of  France,  and  the  two  world- 
renowned  centers  will  share  staff  and  es- 
tablish a teacher  training  program  in 
both  cities. 

Paris’s  prestigious  Jeune  Ballet  will 
send  its  top  ballet  graduates  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, along  with  two  prominent 
choreographers,  to  study  with  San  Fran- 
cisco dancers  and  produce  an  original 
ballet  that  will  have  its  world  premier  in 
San  Francisco  before  touring  Europe 
next  year. 

The  San  Francisco  Film  Festival, 
which  enters  its  40th  year  next  spring,  will 
cosponsor  efforts  with  its  Parisian 
counterpart  to  support  independent 
filmmakers  in  the  U.S.  and  France,  help- 
ing them  find  distributors  and  subtitle 
their  films.  They  will  also  host  French 
and  American  delegations  at  each  of 
their  respective  film  festivals  in  1997. 

1 also  made  inroads  into  the  French 
political  establishment  by  engaging  in 
rare  meetings  with  the  mayor  of  Paris,  the 
president  of  the  French  senate,  and  high- 
ranking  French  ministers  of  labor  and 
health,  research,  culture,  and  foreign 
trade. 

The  special  relationship  between 
Paris  and  San  Francisco  was  formalized 
when  Mayor  Jean  Tiberi  and  I met  for  a 
signing  ceremony  at  Hotel  de  Ville, 
Paris’s  great  city  hall,  where  we  declared 
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our  mutual  interest  in  increasing 
economic,  cultural,  and  social  ties  be- 
tween our  cities. 

Business  ties  between  Paris  and  San 
Francisco  were  established  or 
strengthened  by  our  delegation’s  visits  to 
the  Paris  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
chair  of  the  National  Bank  of  Paris,  and 
the  powerful  Economic  and  Social  Coun- 
sel, which  advises  the  French  govern- 
ment and  business  community  on 
matters  of  foreign  trade. 

I also  discussed  the  importance  of 
California’s  economic  ties  with  Europe 
during  a meeting  with  U.S.  Ambassador 
to  France  Pamela  Harriman,  who 
stressed  that  while  San  Francisco  might 
naturally  look  to  the  Pacific  Rim,  we 
must  not  forget  the  fertile  economic  and 
social  opportunities  that  remain  in 
Europe. 

While  in  France,  I visited  the  head- 
quarters of  JC Decaux,  which  manufac- 
tures the  city’s  state-of-the-art  public 
toilets,  and  discussed  advanced  tech- 
nologies for  everything  from  graffiti 
removal  to  innovative,  environmentally 
attractive  newspaper  racks. 

The  delegation  and  I kept  up  a blister- 


ing pace  of  more  than  15  events  a day, 
including  a heralded  performance  by  the 
San  Francisco  Symphony,  where  Direc- 
tor Michael  Tilson  Thomas  was  given  top 
honors  by  the  French  minister  of  culture. 

Members  of  our  delegation  from  the 
business  community  engaged  in  meetings 
with  French  businesspeople,  many  of 
which  meetings  I attended  as  well,  to  dis- 
cuss joint  venture-capital  projects  in  San 
Francisco  and  in  Paris,  as  well  as  in- 
creased dialogue  between  business 
leaders  in  both  cities.  Leaders  in  the  San 
Francisco  multimedia  community  also 
put  on  a dazzling  display  of  their  wares  at 
the  Paris  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

The  San  Francisco  Convention  and 
Visitors  Bureau  hosted  a luncheon  for 
top  travel  agents  from  all  over  Europe. 
At  the  luncheon,  I spoke  extensively  on 
the  merits  of  business  and  pleasure  travel 
to  San  Francisco,  America’s  no.  1 tourist 
destination. 

I think  we  can  safely  say  that  San 
Francisco’s  colors  could  not  be  shining 
more  brilliantly  right  now  in  the  City  of 
Lights,  where  the  eyes  of  Paris’s  political, 
cultural,  and  business  leaders  are  all 
focused  on  the  City  by  the  Bay. 
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What  Does  Willie  Want? 


Willie  Brown,  by  James  Richardson. 
University  of  California  Press,  509  pages, 
$29.95. 

by  Randy  Shaw 

Willie  Brown  is  a complex  and 
mysterious  political  figure.  A California 
State  Assembly  member  for  more  than  30 
years,  he  had  little  contact  with  most  resi- 
dents until  his  1995  mayoral  campaign. 
Attacked  by  Republicans  throughout  the 
state  as  a symbol  of  despised  liberalism, 
Brown  relied  on  Republicans  to  become 
Speaker  of  the  state  assembly,  and  he 
maintained  his  position  by  carefully  serv- 
ing corporate  interests.  The  question 
surrounding  Willie  Brown  has  always 
come  down  to  this:  Has  he  used  his  bril- 
liance and  skills  to  challenge,  or  instead 
reinforce,  the  dominant  social  and 
economic  power  structure? 

James  Richardson’s  new  book,  Willie 
Brown,  lays  the  groundwork  for  answer- 
ing this  question.  A Sacramento  Bee 
reporter,  Richardson  assembles  the  facts 
of  Brown’s  life  and  lets  the  reader  decide. 
He  begins  with  the  now  familiar  story  of 
Brown’s  upbringing  in  Mineola,  Texas. 
He  then  follows  Brown  from  his  move  to 
San  Francisco  to  attend  college,  his  in- 
volvement with  the  NAACP  in  1960  and 
1961,  his  election  to  the  state  assembly  in 
1964,  and  his  failed  effort  to  become 
Speaker  in  1974.  Richardson’s  account  of 
Brown’s  pre-Speakership  years  covers 
more  than  two- thirds  of  the  text;  the 
remainder  describes  Brown’s  14  years  as 
Speaker  and  his  mayoral  campaign  and 
inauguration. 

Three  themes  emerge  from  the  book. 
First,  Richardson  demonstrates  that 
Willie  Brown  is  concerned  above  all  with 
acquiring  and  maintaining  power.  As 
Speaker,  Brown’s  primary  focus  was 
maintaining  the  loyalty  of  the  41  mem- 
bers whose  votes  kept  him  in  power.  As 
Brown  recently  stated  in  the  Oct.  21  issue 
of  the  New  Yorker,  maintaining  these  41 
votes  required  him  to  "feed  the  small- 
ness" of  the  "pantywaist  politicians"  upon 
whose  allegiance  he  depended. 

Just  how  far  Brown  went  to  help  his 
less-competent  allies  Richardson  reveals 
in  a discussion  of  Brown’s  efforts  to  help 
former  Assembly  member  Norm  Waters. 
Brown  appointed  Waters  chair  of  the 
Agriculture  Committee  in  order  to  help 
him  serve  his  district’s  agribusiness  inter- 
ests. However,  Waters  allowed 
farmworker  protection  legislation, 
strongly  opposed  by  growers,  to  leave  his 
committee.  In  response,  Brown  inter- 
vened to  kill  the  legislation  on  the  As- 
sembly floor.  Richardson  does  not 
mention  Brown’s  personal  view  of  the 
measure;  but  the  episode  gives  one  the 


impression  that  Brown’s  allegiance  to 
Waters  took  precedence.  Farmworkers 
may  have  been  hurt  by  Brown’s  action, 
but  it  no  doubt  bolstered  Waters’s  loyal- 
ty 

Richardson  also  illustrates  how 
Brown’s  race,  lifestyle,  and  base  of  sup- 
port in  San  Francisco  mask  what  is  over- 
all a moderate,  pragmatic,  and  ultimately 
nonideological  political  outlook.  Brown 
became  Speaker  in  1980  by  aligning  him- 
self with  Republicans.  Howard  Berman, 
the  genuine  .progressive  whom  Brown 
outfoxed  for  the  Speakership,  told 
Richardson  that  he  could  never  believe 
that  Willie  Brown,  whose  image  was  that 
of  "the  San  Francisco  left-liberal  activist 
legislator,"  could  get  hardcore 
Republicans  to  vote  with  him. 

But  the  Republicans’  support  of 
Brown  made  perfect  sense.  Howard 
Berman’s  progressive  agenda  and 
prodigious  fund-raising  skills  moved 
them  to  back  a Speaker  who  was  less 
feared  by  the  Republican  Party’s  core 
constituencies.  Unlike  Berman,  Brown 
could  become  a poster  child  for  the  evils 
of  Big  Government  in  legislative  races 
throughout  the  state.  Supporting  Brown 
also  gave  Republicans  key  committee  ap- 
pointments and  significant  concessions 
for  agribusiness. 

Brown  is  said  to  have  fooled  the 
Republicans  by  subsequently  amassing 
millions  in  campaign  contributions  to 
maintain  his  Speakership  and 
Democratic  control  of  the  Assembly.  The 
tradeoff  for  Brown  maintaining  his  41 
votes,  however,  was  the  transformation 
of  the  assembly  into  a body  controlled  by 
corporate  and  real  estate  interests. 
Brown’s  nonideological  approach 
enabled  him  to  unhesitatingly  accept  cor- 
porate funding.  His  ability  to  distribute 
funds  to  his  supporters  formed  the  basis 
of  his  power.  Rather  than  try  to  outspend 
Republicans,  Brown  could  have  moved 
for  campaign  finance  reform. 

Richardson  notes  that  Brown 
proposed  campaign-finance  reform  after 
the  1986  election,  but  failed  to  develop 
any  viable  proposal.  A state  Democratic 
Party  identified  with  campaign-finance 
reform  might  have  won  the  allegiance  of 
the  independent  voters  Brown  sought  to 
win  through  massive  spending.  A 
Howard  Berman  Speakership  might 
have  moved  in  this  direction,  to  the 
Democratic  Party’s  political  benefit. 

Richardson’s  third  message  may  not 
have  been  intended:  the  media’s  obses- 
sion with  backroom  political  intrigue  and 
a politician’s  style  to  the  exclusion  of 
substantive  issues  and  the  activists  and 
constituencies  who  shape  public  life. 
Though  rich  in  style  and  press  attention, 
Willie  Brown’s  political  career  has 
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Speaker  of  the  Assembly  Wille  Brown 
Farmworkers  Union . 

surprisingly  little  historic  significance. 
Richardson  is  forced  to  address  this 
problem  by  elevating  key  aspects  of 
Brown’s  career.  For  example, 
Richardson  devotes  many  pages  and  an 
appendix  to  Brown’s  speech  at  the  1972 
Democratic  Convention,  in  which  he 
demanded,  "Give  me  back  my  delega- 
tion." Richardson  concludes  that 
Brown’s  three-minute  speech  was  the 
high  watermark  of  George  McGovern’s 
presidential  campaign.  While  Brown’s 
speech  was  interesting  at  the  time,  it 
hardly  outshone  McGovern’s  California 
primary  victory,  and  its  lasting  impor- 
tance is  dubious  given  that  Nixon  won  the 
1972  election  in  a landslide. 

Similarly,  Brown’s  unsuccessful  cam- 
paign to  become  Speaker  in  1974,  his 
tort-reform-on-a-napkin  deal,  and  his 
battle  with  the  conservative  Democrats’ 
"Gang  of  Five"  had  contemporary  inter- 
est to  the  Capitol  Hill  press  corps,  but 
little  public  impact. 

Richardson  might  have  better  as- 
sessed Brown’s  influence  by  quoting  rep- 
resentatives from  public-interest 
constituencies  rather  than  relying  so  ex- 
tensively on  politicians  and  journalists. 
Constituency  representatives  are  in  the 
best  position  to  evaluate  the  real  impact 
of  political  acts  affecting  them,  while 
politicians  have  an  incentive  to  overstate 
their  own  importance.  For  example,  had 
Richardson  spoke  to  poverty  advocates, 
he  might  not  have  portrayed  Brown’s  co- 
legislative leader,  State  Senator  David 


gives  a speech  in  support  of  the  United 


Roberti,  in  such  a negative  light.  While 
Richardson  describes  Brown  as  the  main 
man  for  the  Democrats,  it  was  the  stodgy, 
overweight,  unflashy  Roberti  who 
zealously  advocated  on  behalf  of  tenants, 
seniors,  and  other  vulnerable  constituen- 
cies. That’s  why  Republican  governors 
were  so  eager  to  let  Brown  control 
budget  talks,  while  Roberti  was  excluded. 

Richardson’s  concluding  chapter 
cites  Brown’s  oft-repeated  claim  that  as 
mayor  he  would  become  a spokesperson 
for  urban  America.  Freed  from 
Republican  governors  and  from  "keeping 
his  members  happy,"  Brown  has  the  op- 
portunity to  refute  criticism  that  his 
career  has  simply  been  the  pursuit  of 
power  and  money.  As  mayor,  Brown  has 
not  hesitated  to  act  decisively  and  has 
shown  an  unparalleled  ability  to  under- 
stand the  use  of  power.  However,  he  has 
not  used  his  access  to  the  national  and 
local  media  to  advocate  national  action 
to  address  urban  ills. 

Richardson  emphasizes  Brown’s 
claim  that  Phil  Burton  was  the  standard 
by  which  all  politicians  are  measured. 
Whether  Brown  will  exhibit  Burton’s 
legendary  "rage  for  justice"  rather  than 
merely  a zeal  for  power  will  be  seen  in  the 
years  ahead. 

Randy  Shaw  is  the  director  of  the 
Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic  and  the 
author  of  The  Activist’s  Handbook : A 
Primer  for  the  1990s  and  Beyond. 
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Mission’s  Waldorf  School  Is  Going  Strong 


A little  rain  doesn’t  dampen  the  spirits  at  Waldorf  School.  Photo  by  Cindy  Ragin 


by  Marta  Sanchez-Beswick 

In  what  seemed  a normal  kinder- 
garten classroom,  children  sat  in  a circle 
listening  to  their  teacher,  Barbara  Ham- 
mer, read  a Brothers  Grimm  fairy  tale. 
But  when  the  kids  were  asked  what  story 
they  were  read,  they  proceeded  to  recite 
practically  the  entire  contents  of  the  tale, 
word  for  word. 

Upon  picking  up  her  child,  one 
mother’s  jaw  dropped  in  awe.  At  home, 
she  had  exhausted  every  known  attempt 
in  potty  training,  she  found  that,  at  the 
school,  her  child  had  for  two  days  in  a row 
gone  where  he  was  supposed  to. 

Another  mother  now  sleeps  well  at 
nights.  Her  son,  who  was  kicked  out  of 
two  previous  kindergartens,  lasted  an  en- 
tire month  without  so  much  as  a single 
disciplinary  warning. 

Known  for  the  latest  in  innovative 
schooling  techniques,  the  Waldorf 
educational  style  has  proved  superlative. 
But  there  is  a catch:  the  majority  of 
schools  that  use  the  Waldorf  method 
charge  a tuition  of  up  to  $10,000.  And  in 
San  Francisco  the  majority  of  Waldorf 
schools  are  in  Pacific  Heights. 

"It’s  about  educating  a human  being 
rather  than  stuffing  an  unknown  face 
with  numbers,"  says  Kate  Andrews,  a 
parent  who  taught  her  children  through 
the  Waldorf  system. 

But  thanks  to  educator  Barbara  Ham- 
mer, Mission  District  children  can 
benefit  from  the  Waldorf  technique. 
From  the  Centro  Del  Pueblo  site  in 
which  Hammer  and  volunteers  have 
worked  since  1994,  Hammer  and  an  as- 
sistant run  the  Mission  Neighborhood 
Waldorf  Kindergarten. 


This  is  the  best  [teaching  method] 
for  kids  this  age  that  I’ve  ever  seen.  It’s 
better  than  the  Montessori  method,"  says 
Hammer,  a 20-year  teaching  veteran  who 
holds  a master’s  degree  in  education.  "So 
I picked  the  Mission  because  I wanted  to 
bring  the  Waldorf  School  to  people  that 
could  afford  it  I wanted  a more  [cultural- 
ly] mixed,  urban  flavor  and  found  out  that 
it  not  only  works  for  the  wealthy.  We 
have  wealthy  kids  and  poor  kids  who  are 
fascinated  with  each  other." 

The  Waldorf  School’s  student  body  of 
14  kids  is  50  percent  Latino;  its  tuition  is 
on  a sliding  scale  that  does  not  exceed 
$4000  a year. 

From  the  plumbing,  electricity,  and 
wall  tiles,  in  only  six  months  the  school 
was  built  from  the  bottom  up  by  volun- 
teer parents,  businesses,  and  neighbors. 
Hammer  thanks  a slew  of  folks  including: 
Stat  Station,  the  Roxie  Cinema,  Golden 
Gate  Glass,  Kohler  Toilets,  J.S.  Guerin, 
and  Beronio  Lumber.  Yet  the  school’s 
wish  list  remains  ample. 

The  Waldorf  teaching  method,  ex- 
plains Hammer,  was  first  used  on  factory 
workers’  children  in  the  early  1900s  by 
German  sociologist  Rudolf  Steiner. 
Today,  it  is  the  fastest-growing  school, 
with  over  600  popping  up  nationwide. 
Internationally  there  are  variations  of 
the  schools.  Some  in  Germany  and 
Austria  focus  on  strictness  with  codes  of 
conduct  and  uniforms.  But  others,  like 
those  in  England  and  the  United  States, 
are  more  free-spirited. 

Steiner  theorized  that  children  under 
the  age  of  seven  learn  through  imitation 
and  see  life  as  a unity  of  which  they  are  a 
part.  Thus  the  children  work  hands-on. 
For  instance,  they  garden  and  cook  their 
own  meals,  while  inadvertently  learning 


correct  eating  habits.  Through  a menu 
schedule  they  learn  the  days  of  the  week. 
" We  bring  awareness  so  the  kids  leave 
very  capable  and  well  rounded,"  Hammer 
says. 

The  children  can  easily  explain  the 
workings  of  things  around  them,  from 
the  furniture  to  nature.  They  develop  an 
advanced  vocabulary.  Because  they  rare- 
ly use  conventional  pencils  and  paper, 
their  memories  are  enhanced  enormous- 

iy- 

Hammer  adds  that  positive  associa- 
tions, such  as  music,  are  used  during  in- 
tensive learning  periods,  so  that  the  kids 
have  no  idea  they  are  involved  in  con- 
centrative  formal  learning.  Unruly  kids 


simply  forget  the  goal  of  mischief. 

"You  can  sing  an  idea  to  them  three 
times  and  the  kids  will  know  it,"  says 
Hammer.  And  they  are  happier,  and  feel 
safe." 

While  the  school  is  only  a kindergar- 
ten, Hammer  says  she’d  love  to  expand  to 
higher  grades,  but  can  only  complete  that 
with  the  help  from  volunteer  parents. 

The  Waldorf  School  is  open  year- 
round,  except  in  August,  with  a summer 
and  an  after-school  program.  For  more 
information  on  the  Waldorf  School,  to 
sponsor  a child,  or  to  make  a donation, 
call  Barbara  Hammer  at  703-0459  or  visit 
the  school  at  Centro  del  Pueblo,  474 
Valencia. 
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Can't  pick  up  the  tab?  * Electrical  repairs 

* Hot  water 
*To  correct  a 

Code  Violation 

Your  Solution  to  Better  Living  is 

Community  Housing  Rehabilitation  Program  (CHRP) 
and 

Code  Enforcement  and  Rehabilitation  Fund  (CERF) 

If  you  own  and  occupy  one  or  two  units  and  your  income  is  within  certain 
guidelines,  you  may  qualify  for  a City  sponsored  C.HRP  or  CERF  loans, 
(Example:  a family  of  four  may  make  lift  In  8 47,050  {ter  year) 


How  do  thr  loan  programs  work? 

Maximum  amount Inlcreu Term 

GHRP  S40.000  / unu  3 °/o  10  vrv  or  upon  sale  or  transfer  of  the  uilc 

( :LRF  S 7,500  / unit  0°.o  l 'pon  sale  or  transfer  of  ihe  title 

■ ■ 


Chile  Undo 

CHILEAN  DELICATESSEN 

Catering.  Sandwich,  Salad  & Juice  Bar 
Empanadas.  Dulces  Chilenos 
Chilean  birthday  cakes  to  order 


621-6108 

2944  -16th  St.  (at  Capp) 

OPEN  MONDAY-  FRIDAY  9 am  - 6 pm 


Belly  Dancing 
Live  Music 


Fine  Teas  & 
Turkish  Coffees 


525  Valencia  (between  1 6th  & 1 7th) 

863-8854 


OPEN  1 1AM  TO 
MIDNIGHT  EVERYDAY 


MIKE’S 

2499  MISSION  @ 21ST 
550-0816 


Open  Every  Day  9am  to  2am 


For  more  information  call: 

Lucy  Pineda  at  Mission  Housing  Development  Corporation 
804-6432  ext:  308 
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I Would  Like 

by  Herbert  Monterroza 

I would  like  to  be  a messenger  of 
love,  work,  and  well-being.  Let  us  strug- 
gle against  guns  and  wars,  and,  instead, 
love  all  that  is  the  joy  of  life. 

I would  like  to  be  a missile  with 
exceptional  potential  and  spread  the 
message  of  peace. 

I would  like  my  cry  of  protest 
against  the  senseless  bloodshed  to  be 
heard  in  every  corner  of  the  city.  I 
renounce  gang  wars  because  I want  to 
live! 

I would  like  to  tell  the  gangs  to  put 
aside  their  arrogance  of  despair  before 
they  destroy  themselves  so  needlessly. 

I would  like  them  to  know  that  they 
have  a formidable  rival  who,  with  lassos 
of  love,  is  bringing  together  all  of  them. 

I would  like  them  to  forget  their 
violent  ambitions  of  rancor  because  in 
the  next  fight  there  will  be  no  winner. 

I would  like  that  all  the  joyful 
celebration  of  life  against  the  guns  and 
wars. 

P eace  among  you, 

my  brothers,  peace. 


Gang  members:  This  is  your  column.  This  is  your  voice.  Send  your  words,  poems, 
rap  songs,  essays,  and  art  to  Deanne  Berger-Moudgil,  Gangspeak  Column  Editor,  c/o 
New  Mission  News,  111  Valencia,  S.F.  94110.  Call  Deanne  at  864-6531  or  page  her  at 
227-6338.  F 
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k RESTAURANT 


dmon 


tine  feu*,  onlu  du^jegt/c 


We  feature  the 

Selection  of 
African,  Latin, 
Brazilian,  Carib- 
bean, and  other 
Selected  music 
(Traditional  & 
Contemporary). . 

693  Guerrero  St  @ 

18th,  San  Francisco 

Hours:  Tuesday  to 
Saturday,  noon  to  7; 
Sunday  from  1 to  6. 


Dig  DeEPer 

for  the  best  in  world  music 


soli  a 

skin  e*u  i lueemousis 


open.  Honla y ttru 

LUNCH 

3292  -22nd  Street  J 

11  - 3:30  pm 

v esquina  Valencia 

DINNER  1 

282-8867 

5-11  pm 

^ 

— 0 

Illuminate  the  Skin's  Health  this  Holiday  Season 

W,th  °U[  ^uctory  mjJjVjATE  FACIAL  - utili/mg  mood-l.fr, ng 
essencal  oils  with  LASH  TINTINC  .Jnd  EYEBROW  S H API  NO 

for  only  qq  . , 5M  W)  ^ 

Make  Peace  with  Difficult  Skin,  try  our  regenfratinc  peels 

AGGRESSIVE  ACNF  TREATMENTS  & SPiCIAL  SKIN  TREATMENT* 

for  coarse,  dry  and  wnnldtdsktn 

This  Season.  Be  Brilliant!  ,hc  J of  Hedthy  skin  w„h , 

. St/nrM/tU  at,  exclusively  from  Sofia 

20°'°  off  first-time  Electrolysis  Appointments 
(it's  comfortable,  effect  nr  .,nd forever) 

Sofia  is  conveniently  located  in  Noe  Valley  at  3^48  22^  Street 
41$)  824  2125 

- & MC  accepted  vu,us,  Hrixiv^sr  at  th  p.  t.m.  or  v.h  k vm,  offer  «p,r«  „ . „ 
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'Urban  Gardening 

by  Elizabeth  Platt 

Winter  Work 


It’s  the  dead  of  winter,  which  means 
it’s  the  right  time  to  begin  thinking  about 
starting  (or  re-starting)  your  garden. 
Spring  planting  comes  early  in  our 
climate  - February  and  March  - so  now 
isn’t  too  soon  to  begin  planning. 

First,  select  and  order  some  seed 
catalogs.  You  can  find  ads  for  countless 
catalogs  in  any  gardening  magazine  Or- 
ganic Gardening  is  one  of  the  best),  or  you 
can  go  up  to  the  library  at  Strybing  Ar- 
boretum, which  keeps  hundreds  of  cur- 
rent catalogs  on  file.  If  mail  order  isn’t  to 
your  liking,  scout  local  stores  and  garden 
centers  for  seed  sources,  though  the 
selection  will  never  be  as  diverse  as  what 
you’ll  find  by  mail. 

Next,  pick  your  site.  For  most  of  us, 
this  has  been  done  already  - sometimes 
more  than  a century  ago.  Most  gardening 
books  devote  pages  to  site  selection,  the 
better  to  get  that  prime  southern  ex- 
posure. But  if  your  1898  Victorian  has  a 
backyard  with  northern  exposure,  guess 
where  the  garden  will  be!  Don’t  let  a 
less-than-ideal  site  put  you  off,  though. 

Pick  the  right  tools.  Don’t  be  put  off 
by  the  pricey  stuff  sold  in  catalogs  and 
upscale  garden  stores  - a few  basic,  prac- 
tical tools  will  serve  you  well  for  years. 
There’s  also  no  need  to  invest  in  power 
tools  - the  garden  magazines  are  packed 
full  of  ads  for  mulchers,  mowers,  and  the 
like,  but  for  the  average,  postage  stamp- 
sized San  Francisco  garden,  well,  talk 
about  overkill.  Elbow  grease  will  do  as 
well  as  gasoline  in  a small  garden! 

A spading  fork  is  best  for  breaking 
and  turning  over  the  soil;  a hoe  or 
(manual)  tiller  can  be  used  to  work  the 
soil  to  a finer  consistency.  If  you  need  to 
clear  away  any  big,  heavy  weeds,  like  a 
thicket  of  brambleberry  vines,  a $20 
machete  will  do  just  as  good  a job  as  an 
expensive  hedge  cutter.  And  yes,  I’ve 
composted  brambles  just  fine,  contrary 
to  conventional  advice  to  never  put 
bramble  vines  into  a composter.  Most 
bramble  vines  will  readily  re-root  if  you 
drop  them  on  the  ground,  but  just  pull 
them  up  before  they  get  growing.  And 


while  you  might  get  poked  by  an  oc- 
casional tough  thorn,  if  you’re  digging  in 
urban  soil,  you’re  at  greater  risk  of  get- 
ting sliced  by  broken  glass  than  stuck  by 
a thorn  in  the  compost. 

Which  brings  us  to  the  most  vexing 
question  of  urban  gardeners:  who  were 
the  slobs  who  used  to  live  here,  anyway? 
Chances  are  good  that,  unless  someone 
gardened  in  your  yard  before  you,  you’ll 
dig  up  a massive  amount  of  trash  that’s 
been  buried  there  over  the  years.  Play 
amateur  archaeologist:  try  to  guess  which 
decade  you  just  unearthed,  and  cany  a 
bucket  with  you  to  collect  all  the  debris. 

Other  basics:  small  hand  tools  (like  a 
trowel),  gardening  gloves,  or,  if  you’d 
rather  garden  bare-handed,  some  hand 
lotion  to  help  undo  the  damage.  Buckets 
are  indispensable;  the  5-gallon  buckets 
with  lids  are  the  handiest  (you  can  even 
use  them  as  garden  stools).  Get  a good 
hose  for  irrigation,  and  a nozzle  that  cuts 
off  the  flow  when  the  hose  isn’t  in  use. 

Don’t  overlook  recyclable  materials 
that  you  can  get,  for  cheap  or  even  free. 
Garage  sales,  flea  markets,  and  Big  Trash 
Day  can  yield  all  manner  of  gardening 
stuff.  Scavenging  can  get  you  lots  of  pots, 
but  don’t  forget  to  wash  and  disinfect  any 
used  pots  - use  a 10%  bleach  solution  to 
disinfect.  The  same  should  be  done  for 
any  used  tools.  I’ve  been  battling  some 
form  of  blight  in  my  garden,  and  believe 
me,  fungal  or  viral  soil  diseases  are  worse 
than  any  bug  or  slug  out  there. 

What  to  plant:  Believe  it  or  not,  you 
can  plant  some  vegetables  in  December. 
Shallots  and  onion  sets  can  go  in,  as  can 
fava  beans  and  seeds  of  cold-hardy 
varieties  of  lettuce  and  spinach.  If  you’ve 
got  a winter  garden,  pay  close  attention 
to  overnight  lows  - this  is  the  only  time 
of  year  we’re  at  risk  of  getting  zapped  by 
frost.  If  the  overnight  low  drops  below  40 
degrees,  cover  up  any  less  hardy  plants 
(such  as  lettuce,  potatoes,  or  tender  or- 
namentals) with  something  protective, 
like  an  old  bedsheet.  But  if  you’ve 
planted  cold-hardy  greens  like  kale  or 
spinach,  let  them  get  nipped  by  the  cold 
- it  improves  their  flavor! 


The  Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Company 


specializing  in  high  quality  organic  & wilder  a fied  bulk  herbs 

We  carry  a full  line  ♦ Vitamin  Supplements 

♦ Books 

♦ Flower  Essences 

♦ Body  Care  Products 


OF  TINCTURES 

Homeopathic 

REMEDIES 

Aromatherapy 


34*2  22nd  Streer 
(at  Guerrero) 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 10 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 


(415)  821-0997 
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HEALTH  MATTERS 

by  Ricard  Pitt 


What  is  Natural 
Medicine? 

Nowadays  there  is  a considerable 
amount  of  interest  in  natural  healing 
methods,  which  are  often  described  as 
"holistic"  or  "alternative."  They  range 
from  a huge  variety  of  body-oriented 
therapies  and  massage  techniques  to 
many  psychologically  focused  techniques 
and  other  systems  of  healing  such  as 
acupuncture,  naturopathy  and 
homeopathy.  There  are  as  many  differen- 
ces as  there  are  similarities  between 
these  approaches,  and  for  different 
" people  some  are  more  effective  than 
others. 

However,  all  of  them  share  the 
philosophy  that  the  body  has  the  ability 
to  cure  itself  and  that  any  treatment 
should  help  stimulate  this  process.  They 
also  share  the  concepts  that  the  whole 
person  must  be  treated,  and  that  each 
person  is  unique  and  needs  a specific 
treatment  In  order  for  natural  therapies 
to  be  effective  they  must  stimulate  the 
body’s  own  healing  powers  and  defense 
mechanisms. 

Western  medicine  generally  looks  for 
what  is  common  to  specific  conditions, 
not  to  the  system  of  the  whole  person. 
The  criticism  of  this  method  is  that  it 
reduces  everything  to  a mechanistic 
model  of  disease  and  denies  the  body’s 
own  natural  healing  powers. 

It  is  interesting,  though,  to  question 
what  "natural"  really  means  to  the  dif- 
ferent healing  systems.  In  many  alterna- 
tive approaches,  the  word  "natural"  is 
used  to  describe  a very  positive  process, 
a benign  and  dynamic  quality  of  all  living 
things.  Mainstream  medicine  does  not 


completely  trust  the  body’s  natural  heal- 
ing powers,  holding  that  in  fact  some- 
times it  is  these  processes  that  create 
disease.  That  is  why  so  many  drugs  have 
been  made  that  directly  control  the 
body’s  functions,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
body  running  amok  and  creating  disease. 
Both  positions  have  validity;  the  problem 
lies  in  one  view  being  seen  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  other.  It  is  not  useful  to  be 
naive  about  the  body’s  healing  capacities, 
because  the  body  cannot  always  combat 
disease  on  its  own.  But  it  is  inappropriate 
to  distrust  the  body’s  ability  to  cure  itself: 
this  view  has  resulted  in  drugs  that  do  the 
work  for  the  body,  which  has  led  to  drug 
dependency  and  to  side  effects  caused  by 
over- medication. 

One  of  the  strongest  criticisms  of 
modern  Western  medicine  is  that  it  has 
been  part  of  science’s  thrust  for  power 
over  nature  and  has  attempted  to  control 
the  very  processes  of  life,  producing 
heroic"  medicines  that  have  not  always 
had  the  absolute  benefits  initially  hoped 
for.  Although  medicine  has  made  huge 
advances  in  various  treatments  and  diag- 
noses, solutions  for  many  chronic  dis- 
eases have  not  been  found. 

What  is  the  alternative  to  the  current 
situation?  It  would  seem  that  we  must 
find  a new  rationale  that  incorporates  a 
more  complete  view  of  disease  without 
surrendering  the  technical  advances  that 
have  been  made.  Instead  of  seeing  the 
body’s  processes  as  something  to  be  only 
controlled  and  conquered,  medicine 
needs  to  adopt  a greater  appreciation  for 
nature’s  ability  to  preserve  health.  The 
combination  of  the  best  of  both  ap- 
proaches would  be  the  most  effective  way 
to  meet  the  challenges  of  dealing  with  the 
complexities  of  our  health  concerns. 


KHectton  of  Bicycle*.  Part*  A A©ce**orte*Xi 


bicycles  by 


SPECIALIZED 


SCHWINN 
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Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  & Clothing 


EXPERT  & FAST  REPAIRS 


ALL  MAKES  & MODELS 


VAI£A/C/A  CVCiffiy  HOURS:  10-6  MON  - SAT 

1077  Valencia  (Between  21st  & 22nd)  550-6600  10. 4 Sunday 
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ROUND  WORLD 
MUSIC  REVIEW 

by  Robert  Leaver 


African  Crossroads 


The  highly  anticipated  follow-up 
recording  to  the  1995  Grammy  nominee 
for  Latin  jazz,  Ritmo  y Candela,  is  now 
available.  Ritmo  y Candela  II:  African 
Crossroads,  features  an  extensive  lineup 
of  Cuban  and  African  musicians.  Cuban 
conga  legend  Carlos  "Patato"  Valdes, 
who  has  played  with  countless  jazz  and 
Latin  groups  in  New  York  City  and  Paris 
since  the  ’50s,  is  featured  in  what  is  per- 
haps the  best  recording  of  his  unique 
drum  sound.  Joining  Valdes  is  Orestes 
Vilato,  of  Fania  All  Stars  fame  and 
regarded  as  the  world’s  finest  timbale 
drummer,  and  Walfredo  de  los  Reyes,  Sr., 
on  trap  drums.  De  los  Reyes  played  with 
many  of  the  big  orchestras  in  La  Habana, 
Cuba,  in  the  ’50s,  including  that  of  Beny 
More,  and  later  in  the  legendary  original 
Cuban  jam  session  recordings  with 
Cachao.  This  recording  takes  the  idea  of 
the  Cuban  descarga  (jam  session)  into 
the  ’90s  with  an  expanded  view  of  the 
music. 

The  rhythm  section  is  rooted  in  these 
veteras  of  the  Cuban  New  York  scene 
with  the  participation  of  some  young 
Cuban  musicians  who  had  their  training 
in  the  art  school  in  La  Habana.  On  piano 
is  the  22-year-old  Ivan  "Melon"  Gonzalez, 
who  is  currently  the  piano  player  in 
Cuban  salsa  star  Isaac  Delgado’s  band. 
Melon  possesses  not  only  incredible 
technique  and  speed  but  also  an  im- 
provisational  ability  sophisticated 
beyond  his  years.  Check  out  his  solo 
piano  track  "Guajira  en  el  Espacio"  to 
hear  a bit  of  the  classical  influence  that 
leads  straight  into  the  classic  Cuban  form 
in  "Sangre  de  Africa."  Also  featured  on 
here  is  conguero  Miguel  "Anga"  Diaz, 


who  plays  conga  and  cajon  and  gives  us  a 
blistering  intro  to  the  "Ensalada  de 
Melon,  Patato,  y Anga,"  and  engages 
Patato  in  a drum  dialogue.  Anga  per- 
formed here  in  San  Francisco  with 
Irakere  West  last  year  at  the  Great 
American  Music  Hall,  playing  five  con- 
gas in  a virtuoso  performance  that  was 
unforgettable.  Also  included  here  is  a 
Yosvanny  Terry,  a young  Cuban  musician 
who  can  be  heard  on  the  very  popular 
Cubanismo  recording  by  Jesus  Alemany. 
Terry  plays  alto  sax  on  two  cuts  and  shows 
equal  dexterity  in  both  jazz  and  Cuban 
idioms. 

Perhaps  the  most  unique  aspect  of 
this  recording  is  the  participation  of  the 
African  musicians,  most  notably  Samba 
Mapangala,  who  sings  on  three  cuts  most- 
ly in  Lingala  (the  Congolese  lingua  fran- 
ca) ans  Swahili  (the  main  language  of 
East  Africa),  with  a touch  of  French, 
English,  and  Spanish.  Mapangala  came 
from  Zaire  and  started  singing  in  popular 
bands  Kinshasa  at  a very  young  age  in  the 
’70s.  He  later  left  for  Uganda  with  some 
musicians  and  ended  up  in  Nairobi, 
Kenya,  forming  Orchestra  Virunga,  who 
are  very  popular  there  and  in  Europe, 
where  they  frequently  tour.  Senegalese 
musician  Abdou  M’Boup  plays  tradition- 
al stringed  instruments  including  the 
kora  and  the  xalam.  One  particularly 
beautiful  song, 

"Kora-Son,"  features  Patato  on 
conga,  Joe  Santiago  on  bass,  Abdou  on 
kora,  Samba  on  vocals  and  Yosvany  on 
alto  sax.  Samba  and  Abdou  can  also  be 
heard  on  the  version  of  the  Horace  Silver 
composition  "Senor  Blues,"  which 
receives  an  African  name  also,  "Mbula 


$2.00  well  drinks 
$2.50  pints 
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pool  tournament  Wednesdays  <D  7:30. 


live  music  on  : 
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LITERATURE  & POLITICS 
CULTURE  & COMMUNITY 
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We  feature  a superb  collection  of 
international  & multicultural  fiction 
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Enoka  (the  rain  comes)." 

Many  of  our  local  musicians  can  also 
be  heard  on  this  record.  First  of  all,  we 
have  Enrique  Fernandez,  who  grew  up 
here  in  the  Mission  and  later  left  for  the 
musician’s  life  in  Paris  and  New  York 
City.  He  plays  baritone,  tenor,  soprano 
and  alto  saxophones,  in  addition  to  flute, 
piccolo,  and  bass  clarinet.  He  also  did 
several  arrangements,  including  his  "wall 
of  wind"  on  the  funky  Guloya  Swing. 
Multi-instrumentalist  and  composer 
John  Calloway  plays  piano  on  "Senor 
Blues"  and  Omar  Sosa  plays  piano  and 
shares  the  arrangement  with  Terry  on 
"Sonando  en  Cubano,"  in  which  Rahsaan 
Fredericks  plays  bass.  Musical  producer 
extraordinaire,  composer,  and  musician 
Greg  Landau  plays  tres  on  the  song  "El 
Lenguaje  del  Son,"  which  he  wrote  with 
his  son,  Sebastian  Landau.  Local  drum- 
mer and  percussionist  Michael  Spiro, 
who  has  an  amazing  CD  out  that  com- 
bines the  sacred  music  of  Cuba  and 
Brazil,  Bataketu,  plays  bells  and  checkere 
on  "Guloya  Swing." 

This  is  the  first  proper  release  on  my 


Where  on  earth  am  I going  to  put  this  stuff? 

. Storage  Land 
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store’s  new  label,  Round  World  Music, 
and  we  want  to  thank  everyone  who  has 
supported  us  and  all  of  the  other  local 
musicians  who  joined  in  the  legendary 
Mission  Street  Descarga  last  year  with 
Patato  and  company.  Coming  in  Decem- 
ber is  another  Round  World  Music 
release  entitled  Los  Terry /Afro-Cuban 
Jazz  From  Africa  to  Camaguey.  This 
recording  is  of  a Cuban  family,  los  Terry, 
whose  patriarch  was  leader,  composer, 
and  a musician  in  the  famous  Cuban  or- 
chestra Marvilla  de  Florida  and  whose 
sons  Yunior,  Yosvany,  and  Yoel  are  all 
accomplished  young  jazz  musicians.  As 
the  title  suggests,  this  recording  is  a mix- 
ture of  deep  Afro-Cuban  elements, 
charanga,  and  contemporary  jazz.  Even 
serious  aficionados  of  Cuban  music  have 
never  heard  anything  like  this.  Also  fea- 
tured here  is  the  same  brilliant  young 
pianist  who  plays  on  Ritmo  II,  Melon. 

You  can  check  out  these  and  other 
great  recordings  at  Round  World  Music, 
593  Guerrero  (at  18th).  Tues.-Sat.,  12-7 
p.m.  roundworldmusic.com  Salud  a 
todos!  Happy  Holydays! 
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